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Abstract 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: A HISTORY OF THE CULLOWHEE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Suzanne Hill McDowell, M. A. 
Western Carolina University , (May, 1991) 
Director: Dr. Max R. Williams 
The Cullowhee united Methodist Church will celebrate 
its centennial anniversary in 1994. The establishment of 
the church was preceded by more than 150 years of Methodist 
development in England and America. Methodism was brought 
to the American frontier through an efficient organizationa l 
structure which utilized circuit systems, itinerant 
preachers, a dedicated laity , and camp meetings. By the 
1840s Methodists represented the largest Protestant body in 
America. 
In the nineteenth century, large numbers of people 
began to move into western North Carolina as lands were 
legally opened for settlement . Along with the building o f 
businesses, farms , and homes, early settlers organized 
schools and churches. Methodist churches were established 
at the communities of East La Porte , Speedwell , and Webster 
by the 1830s. As part of a circuit system , these churches 
were served by itinerant ministers. Speedwell and East La 
Porte churches eventually served as the parent churches for 
Cullowhee Methodist, which was founded in 1894 with 35 
charter members . Several of these members were also noted 
as founders of another Cullowhee Valley institution, Western 
Carolina University, established in 1889. 
The history of the Cullowhee united Methodist Church is 
closely tied to the development of Western Carolina 
University. The church ' s first meeting place and all 
subsequent sanctuaries have been located on university 
properties. The university community has been heavily 
represented in the church's membership and leadership . Many 
local and national events affecting the University have also 
affected the Church. Church and school continue to share 
physical facilities, personnel, and resources to the present 
day. 
The Cullowhee church also has a long and successful 
record of service to the students at Western Carolina 
University . Many of the church members who worked closely 
with students during the week continued to concern 
themselves with the spiritual needs of these young people on 
weekends. Likewise, many ministers who served the Cullowhee 
church taught at the University in addition to devoting a 
major focus of their ministry to college students . 
The Cullowhee church membership has been a caring group 
of people who have reached out to meet community needs 
throughout its history . Early projects to help the needy 
have been replaced by more highly organized altruistic 
endeavors such as the Christmas Store project, the Jackson 
Village housing project, and the United Christian Ministries 
vi 
of Jackson County, Inc. 
Today, the Cullowhee united Methodist Church continues 
a fine tradition of service to God and community. with an 
active membership of over 300, the church is an affirmation 
of the faith espoused by those early founding members. The 
Methodists of Cullowhee Valley stand ready to face the 
challenges of a new century. 
vii 
The Prelude 
Nineteen hundred ninety-four marks the centennial 
anniversary of the Cullowhee united Methodist Church. 
Located in the southern mountains of western North Carolina, 
Cullowhee Methodist Church is today part of the united 
Methodist Church of America. Many factors contributed to 
the shape and form of the Cullowhee church. The geographic 
location, the tenor of the times in which the church was 
c onceived, and the diverse personalities which were involve d 
in its creation impart a distinctive character to the 
church. In addition to these factors, there exists that 
elusive, indefinable quality of "spirit." All these factor s 
combined to shape the development of the Cullowhee Methodi s t 
Church. It is the purpose of this thesis to provide as 
complete a history as possible of the founding, growth, and 
development of the Cullowhee Methodist Church from 189 4 to 
the present day. 
As one historian has so aptly stated, "people ... in 
order to understand their customs and institutions must know 
how the present forms came to be. ,,1 While the shape and 
form of the present Cullowhee Methodist Church is foremost a 
'Ora Blackmun, Western North Carolina: Its Mountains 
And Its People to 1880, Introduction by Cratis Williams, 
(Boone: Appalachian Consortium Press, 1977), xiii . 
1 
2 
product of personalities and events in western North 
Carolina over the past one hundred years, one must also 
examine the underlying factors which shaped the broader 
organization of Methodism in America . This will be 
accomplished by reviewing the impact of places as far 
distant as England and the contributions of individuals like 
John Wesley and Francis Asbury, who with countless others, 
laid the basis for Methodism in America. 
When it was first established in 1894, the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church was part of the Methodist Episcopal Churc h, 
South, an organization formed in 1844 from the national 
Methodist Episcopal Church. One hundred years before 1844, 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, had called for the 
first organized Methodist conference in England. So it can 
be established that the history of the church in Cullowhee 
was shaped by more than a century of previous Methodist 
development. 
John Wesley founded Methodism in England in the early 
1700s. Dissatisfied with the lack of religious zeal among 
his fellow Anglican churchmen, wesley sought "not to 
establish a new doctrine, or a new church, but to seek afte r 
a new life, and to get others to do likewise ."z His 
newfound spiritualism emphasized the love of Christ coupled 
with freedom of personal choice. Wesley's message, often 
ZWilliam L . Grissom, History of Methodism in North 
Carolina: From 1772 to the Present Time (Nashville: 
Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
1905), 26 . 
3 
delivered in fields among the common people of England, 
answered the religious needs of many Englishmen. 
By the mid-1700s, Wesley began to send missionaries to 
America to introduce this new doctrine of free grace and 
salvation. The efforts of the first struggling evangelists 
eventually met with great success following the end of the 
American Revolution. In 1784 the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was officially established at Lovely Land Chapel in 
Baltimore, Maryland, with membership reported to be almost 
15,000. 3 
At the 1784 Christmas Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, several organizational goals were 
formulated . The Methodists created a book of law known as 
the Discipline. The Discipline outlined regulations for the 
conduct of Methodist ministers and members, and addressed 
processes and procedures for developing the Methodist 
organization in America. 4 The latter process included the 
concept of a "circuit" plan for carrying the Methodist faith 
to the frontier. The circuit system called for the 
assignment of itinerant preachers to a prescribed route or 
circuit. The major purpose of this plan was to carry the 
Methodist doctrine to widely scattered populations on the 
3William Warren Sweet, Religion on the American 
Frontier. 1783-1840, Vol.IV, The Methodists: A Collection 
of Source Materials (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1946; 
reprint, New York: Cooper Square Publishers, Inc., 1964), 
40 (page references are to reprint edition). 
4Nol an B. Harmon, The Organization of The Methodist 
Church (Nashville: The Methodist Publishing House, 1962), 
190. 
4 
frontier. 
The circuit system worked in the following manner. 
Areas of the country were divided into circuits . A circuit 
was composed of numerous classes or societies . Each class 
or society represented a group of individuals united in 
Methodist worship and was presided over by lay leaders from 
within the membership. societies were regularly visited by 
circuit riders, the itinerant preachers, on their "rounds " 
of the circuits. Each circuit was assigned to a district. 
Districts were combined to form larger groups called 
district conferences . District conferences held meetings at 
least annually to plan the evangelical work of their 
district. The planning group included local and itinerant 
preachers of the district, lay church representatives, and a 
presiding elder. 5 
Served by a dedicated itinerant ministry, the circuit 
system proved to be so successful in America that other 
Protestant denominations were often challenged to compete 
with the Methodists for converts. However, the efforts of 
these denominations were often frustrated as evidenced by 
the following statement by an evangelical competitor: 
I at length became ambitious to find a family whose 
cabin had not been entered by a Methodist preacher. In 
several days I travelled from settlement to settlement, 
on my errand of good, but into every hovel I entered, I 
learned that the Methodist missionary had been there 
5I bid., 143. 
before me. 6 
The success of the circuit system was reflected also in the 
burgeoning Methodist membership which by the late 1700s had 
grown to almost 66,000. 7 
One of the best known and greatest itinerant preachers 
was Francis Asbury. He was an outstanding organizer and 
role model in the successful initiation of the itinerant 
system. Asbury worked diligently and traveled constantly 
from the time of his arrival in America in 1771 until his 
death in 1816. It can be verified from Asbury's journals 
that he made more than sixty trips through North Carolina 
alone, trips which were often difficult. One trip through 
western North Carolina around 1810 was described by Asbury 
in this way: 
5 
Friday our troubles began at the foaming, roaring 
stream which hid the rocks. At Cataloochee I walked 
over a log. But 0, the mountain--height after height, 
and five miles over! After crossing other streams, and 
losing ourselves in the woods, we carne in about nine 
o'clock at night .... What an awful day!8 
In the early nineteenth century, the itinerant preacher 
and the circuit system were joined by another symbol of 
Methodist development. The Methodists made extensive use of 
a frontier phenomenon known as the camp meeting. camp 
6Charles A. Johnson, The Frontier Camp Meeting: 
Religion's Harvest Time (Dallas: Southern Methodist 
University Press, 1955), 19. 
7Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier: The 
Methodists, 40. 
8Francis Asbury, Francis Asbury in North Carolina, 
Introductory Notes by Grady L. E. Carroll, (Nashville : The 
Parthenon Press, 1964), 249 . 
6 
meetings were a n outgrowth o f two factors : (1) t h e Great 
Revival of 1800 and (2) the scattered, isolated settlement 
patterns which characterized the frontier . 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century a movement 
which carne to be called the Great Revival had its origins in 
Kentucky. Essentially , the Great Rev ival of 1800 was a 
widespread religious crusade to " save souls from hell. ,, 9 
However, because the settlements were widely scattered along 
the frontier , the best way to bring religion to large 
numbers of people was to assemble them in one centra l 
location. Because church buildings were either nonexiste nt 
or too small to accommodate large groups, "camp meetings " 
were conducted outdoors over a period of several days. 
Typical characteristics of camp meetings included large 
numbers of people living in tents or camping out in wagons. 
Da ily religious services were offered by several 
denominational preachers. Services were often the s cene o f 
high emotionalism characterized by shouting and various 
displays of uncontrolled physical movements or "the jerks" 
among attendees . Since few could resist such an emotional 
climate , converts were numerous. 
The Methodists , perhaps due to the influence of Francis 
Asbury who strongly supported this evangelical tool, adopte d 
the camp meeting by the early 1800s and refined it a s the ir 
own. Camp meetings, coupled with the circuit system, 
9Clement Eaton, " The Ebb of the Great Revival ," North 
Carolina Historical Review, 23 (January 1946): 1. 
7 
itinerant preachers, and a dedicated laity, proved to be 
powerful forces for Methodism in frontier America. By the 
1840s the results of the Methodists ' strategy was evident. 
Methodists represented the largest Protestant body in 
America. 10 
Frontier conditions in western North Carolina from the 
late 1700s to the early 1800s were similar to other areas of 
undeveloped America. Initially , the western North Carolina 
region was populated by Native Americans, primarily the 
Cherokee . Following the American Revolution, white settlers 
began to push into many areas of the west even though thes e 
regions were not yet legally open to white settlement. By 
the 1820s additional treaty revisions and surveys of the 
western lands enabled settlers to purchase land and populate 
far western North Carolina legally.11 
Between 1800 and 1840 conditions on the frontier o f 
western North Carolina began to change . As legal 
restrictions on frontier lands were lifted, people flowed in 
and settlements grew . Freed from the daily tasks of simple 
survival and protection of their families, early settlers 
began to concern themselves with shaping new communities . 
Along with permanent homes and professions, people desire d 
schools to educate their children and churches for worship. 
10Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier: The 
Methodists, 46. 
11H. Tyler Blethen and curtis W. Wood, " The Pioneer 
Experienc e to 1851," in The History of Jackson County, e d. 
Max R. Williams (Sylva: The Jackson County Historical 
Association, 1987) , 67-94 . 
8 
One example of this strong desire for a house of worship was 
reported by Jesse R. Siler, a prominent early resident of 
Macon County, North Carolina, who wrote: 
In 1829 I formed the Methodist Church .. .. I gave 
permission for the circuit preachers to preach ~n a 
house I had on my land when a small society was raised. 
Being few in number I thought of my promise to mt Maker [and] accordingly set to work to build a church. 2 
Simply but poignantly stated, this account reflects the 
SUbstance of spirituality among some of the early settlers 
in western North Carolina . 
When Jesse Siler wrote of founding a Methodist Church 
in Macon County, western North Carolina was a part of the 
Holston Conference served by the Franklin Circuit . As 
Methodist membership increased, circuit boundaries were 
reassigned and often renamed. By 1848 the Franklin Circuit 
was renamed the Waynesville Circuit. '3 In 1852 the 
Waynesville Circuit became the Tuckaseige Circuit . And 
finally , in 1853, the Tuckaseige became the Webster 
Circuit. '4 
In 1890, at the peak of Methodist growth in the 
Holston Conference, churches of the piedmont and of the 
mountains of western North Carolina were removed from 
12Jesse R. Siler, "Jesse R. Siler Collection Book," 
circa 1829, [microfilm], unpaged, Southern Historical 
Collection, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill. 
13El mer T. Clark, Methodism in Western North Carolina 
(Nashville: The Parthenon Press , 1966), 35-38 . 
14C . H. Clyde, Webster Circuit. M. E . Church. South 
(Sylva: Journal Publishing Co . , 1907), 21 . 
Holston authority and reformed under the name Western North 
Carolina Conference. The Western North Carolina Conference 
included among its far-western counties Haywood, formed in 
1808, Macon, formed in 1838 , and Jackson County, formed in 
1851. 15 
The formation of Jackson County in 1851 prompted the 
movement of families from several surrounding counties to 
the Cullowhee valley. The earliest recorded family names 
include Bryson, Watson, Brown, Hooper, and Buchanan . 16 
Later they were joined by other neighbors including the 
Smith, Coward, Cox, Rogers, and Davies families. 17 It soon 
9 
became apparent that these early settlers were interested in 
building a community. Along with establishing their farms 
and businesses, they also began to develop schools and 
churches. In fact, the organization of schools and churches 
in the Cullowhee community was so interconnected that it is 
impossible to write a history of one without relating some 
of the history of the other. 
The first "subscription" school in the Cullowhee 
community began at the Painter farm in 1820. 18 This school 
predated the establishment of a local Baptist church by one 
15c l ark, 35-38 . 
16Bl e then and Wood, 78-83. 
17William E. Bird, The History of Western Carolina 
College: The Progress of an Idea (Chapel Hill : The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1963), 8. 
18Edgar H. Stillwell, "Cullowhee State Normal School, 
circa 1927," p. 13, Special Collections, Hunter Library, 
Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
year. At the time the Cullowhee community was largely 
composed of Baptists. The first officially organized 
Baptist church, established in 1821, was named "Unity." 
Originally located near present-day Webster, the church 
moved to the Cullowhee community in 1830. At that time it 
was renamed "Cullowhee Baptist Church." This first log 
structure "served the double purpose of schoolhouse and 
church" for the community. 19 
10 
Methodists were active in the county as early as 183 5. 
A log school house, located at old "Poverty Hill" at East La 
Porte, served as one of the first organized Methodist 
preaching places in the county. In 1853 a new meeting 
house, called "Long's Chapel," was erected to serve this 
area. By 1840 two additional Methodist churches had been 
organized. These included " Love ' s Chapel," organized by 
Daniel Pane and located near Webster, and " Speedwell, " 
organized by John McDowell and located in the Speedwell 
community. 20 Speedwell and East La Porte Methodist 
churches eventually served as the parent churches for the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church . 
Initially Methodists in the Cullowhee area were so few 
in number that they worshipped in members ' homes. As early 
as 1850, they were joined by a small group of Presbyterians. 
The Presbyterians joined the Methodists until a Presbyterian 
minister could be called to serve the Cullowhee community. 
19Bird, 8. 
20St illwell, 13. 
However, since this did not happen until 1940, many of the 
Presbyterians remained Methodists. 21 As they grew in 
number, the Methodists shared facilities at the Cullowhee 
11 
Baptist Church or at St. David ' s which was a small Episcopal 
church established in 1879 by Judge D. D. Davies. 22 
Thus, the Cullowhee community by the late 1800s was 
composed of people of different religious denominations who 
joined together to farm, conduct business, raise families, 
and build schools and churches. As new improvements such as 
the railroad and better roads began to open the community to 
the outside world, other developments occurred in the area 
of public education. 
In the early 1880s Lewis J . Smith, a prominent member 
of the East La Porte community, moved to Cullowhee. smith 
"was not one to live in a community long without a school 
and (a Methodist) church . ,, 23 After discussion with other 
concerned families in the community, smith provided a small 
one-room structure known as "Liberty School House" for the 
purpose of educating his own large family as well as other 
community children. The building also served as one of the 
first regular meeting houses of the Methodists of the 
Cullowhee community. 
Eventually a more permanent school, the Cullowhee 
21 Clifford R. Lovin, "Religion", in The History of 
Jackson County, 261. 
22 I bid. 
23JoAnn Smith, By Chance or By Plan (Raleigh: Business 
Services Unlimited , 1982), 13 . 
12 
Academy, replaced the Liberty Schoo l House . In 1889 Robert 
Lee Madison was hired as teacher/director of the Cullowhee 
Academy. Initial enrollment at the school was only 
eighteen, consisting mostly of children of the founding 
members. However, over the next several months, enrollment 
grew rapidly to more than 100 students from the surrounding 
area. Madison ' s plans for developing the institution from a 
primary/secondary subscription school to one of the new 
teacher training schools coincided with a statewide 
education initiative. By 1891 a charter from the North 
Carolina General Assembly established Cullowhee High School 
as the second state-supported white normal school in North 
Carolina. 24 Nine individuals, who had been instrumental in 
the institution's founding, were appointed to the first 
board. They included: Lewis J. Smith, J. David Coward, 
William C. Norton, and R. Hamilton Brown, all of whom had 
Methodist affiliations; William Henson, Robert L. Watson, 
and William Wilson with Baptist affiliations; Daniel D. 
Davies and Thomas A. Cox who had Episcopalian 
affiliations . 25 
The school and the Cullowhee community grew apace . 
Methodists and Baptists "lived together in Christian 
24H. Tyler Blethen and curtis W. Wood, A Mountain 
Heritage: The Illustrated History of Western Carolina 
University (Cullowhee : Western Carolina University, 1989), 
15. 
25Nann ie Smith MCGuire, " Early History Part II, " 
Jackson County Journal, 12 March 1959 . 
13 
fellowship and harmony. ,, 26 But a desire grew among several 
Methodist members to see if they could "find enough 
Methodist people in this community to form a class and get 
the Webster preacher to come out once a month and preach for 
us" even though they did not have a church. 27 Several 
Methodist ladies in the community eventually located 
approximately 35 people, drawn mostly from the Speedwell and 
East La Porte churches, who joined the Cullowhee membership. 
Thus, in the fall of 1894, Cullowhee Methodist Church was 
organized. 
Based on the recollections of one of the early members, 
Mrs. Ida Rogers Cotter, there were seventeen charter 
members. 28 The members included Lewis J. and Clara A. 
Smith, Mrs. Rebecca smith (mother of Lewis J . Smith) , Miss 
Ida J. Smith , Miss Beulah smith (died in 1893), Mrs. Lena 
smith Wallace, Prof. Robert L. Madison, J. David and Lou 
Coward, Mrs. Anna (Hamilton) Brown, Mrs. Sophia (David F.) 
Brown, Mrs. Eva Bryson, Mrs. Anne Bryson, Mr . Vance Bryson, 
Mr . and Mrs. Hardee Bennett, and Miss Mattie Bennett. 29 
26Nannie Smith MCGuire, "Early History, Part I", 
Jackson County Journal, 5 March 1959 . 
28Because no official church records survive from this 
period, it is difficult to verify the listing of charter 
members which follows. It is perhaps more important to 
recognize that all of the people in the list were to one 
degree or another involved in the founding of the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church in 1894. 
29I bid. 
14 
Later reports also listed Mr. and Mrs. Hugh D. Bryson. 3D 
First stewards of the church were Lewis J. Smith, J. David 
Coward, Prof. Robert L. Madison, and Hugh Bryson . The 
preacher in charge of the cullowhee churCh was the Reverend 
Anthony Wayne Jacobs. 31 
Information about the earliest ministers to serve the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church is difficult to locate . However, 
some information on these men can be gleaned from obituaries 
published in the Minutes of the Western North Carolina 
Annual Conferences. Fortunately, some details about the two 
earliest cullowhee Methodist Church ministers are available. 
The Reverend Anthony Wayne Jacobs was the first 
preacher appointed to serve the newly formed Cullowhee 
Methodist Church on the Webster Circuit. Jacobs was born 
in Dandridge, Tennessee, in August 1852, but moved in his 
youth to Macon County, North Carolina. During his early 
adult years he was involved in a mercantile business in 
Dillsboro, North Carolina. By 1888, however, he was 
admitted "on trial" to the Holston Conference . He served on 
the Franklin and Hayesville Circuits before coming to the 
Webster Circuit in 1895. After leaving the Webster Circuit, 
he served several more years in the ministry before he 
retired to Macon County in 1910 due to his wife ' s poor 
3DEddie Marie Wike Sutton Duckett, "History of the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church, " in My Mountain Heritage 
Collection (Raleigh: By the author, 1983), unpaged. 
31 Cl yde , 29. 
15 
health. He died there in 1932.~ 
The Reverend Robert Lee Sprinkle followed the Reverend 
Jacobs on the Webster Circuit, arriving sometime in 1895 and 
serving until 1897 . Sprinkle was born in Buncombe county, 
near Leicester, on August 6, 1864. He attended a small 
Methodist-led school in Leicester and a subscription school 
in Canton, North Carolina, before going to Weaverville 
College. He then attended the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill where he studied law for approximately five 
months before turning to the ministry. He joined the 
Western North Carolina Conference in November 1895. His 
first appointment was to the Webster Circuit. Sprinkle 
traveled the circuit by horseback for approximately five 
months before purchasing a good buggy. In the fall of 1897, 
he reported that church buildings had been completed at 
Glenville and Speedwell; that he had preached about 200 
times on the charge, witnessed 120 conversions , helped in 
some Baptist meetings, and visited 260 homes. Later he 
wrote, "I wish I had time to spare to tell of the pleasure 
it was to me to be associated with those wonderful mountain 
people. ,,33 But eventually the circuit proved to be too 
difficult for his health, and the Reverend Sprinkle left 
western North Carolina to serve in the Florida and 
32Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. south, 
(Winston-Salem: Centenary Church, 1932), 140 . 
33The Reverend Robert Lee Sprinkle, The story of My 
Life (San Diego: By the author, 1939), 21. 
California conferences. 
other preachers followed , usually appointed to serve 
one or two-year periods on the Webster Circuit. Many were 
natives of surrounding western counties . Some worked at 
part-time occupations; one worked part-time tuning musical 
instruments. 34 All seemed deeply committed to their 
ministerial profession. Each man in his own way was 
important to the early life of the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church. 
Over one hundred-fifty years of Methodist history 
preceded the founding of the Cullowhee Methodist Church. 
Traveling from England to America in the mid-eighteenth 
century, missionaries sent by John Wesley brought the 
16 
message of free grace and salvation offered to all who would 
believe and accept the Methodist doctrine . Carried to the 
frontier in the early nineteenth century by itinerant 
preachers and dedicated lay leaders, through circuit systems 
and camp meetings, the Methodist doctrine came to areas like 
western North Carolina. Sustained through mid-century by 
the efforts of a dedicated laity, the Methodists joined 
others of their kind to form the first established Methodist 
churches of Jackson County . By 1894, in the Cullowhee 
Valley , the prelude for the Cullowhee Methodist Church was 
ended. Now came the time for the larger task of building . 
34Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1962, 259. 
Call to Worship: 1895-1930 
Change and progress were key words as the nineteenth 
century passed into the twentieth century . The American 
nation experienced the excitement of Ragtime , the first 
explosion of mass communication through radio, newspapers, 
and motion pictures, the first automobiles and airplanes, 
widespread industrialization , the first World War, 
prohibition, and, as this period ended, a major depression. 
Changes were evident in the South as one century merged 
with the other. Industrialization led to the growth of 
towns and cities and increased emphasis on social 
conditions . Most religious denominations f ormed commissions 
or committees to direct efforts toward social reform issues. 
For example, in 1890 the southern Methodists introduced a 
Standing Committee on Temperance . By 1910 that committee 
expanded to address other social concerns such as child 
labor laws, regulation of women's labor, and the improvement 
of working conditions. 35 
Western North Carolina was also concerned by events on 
the national and regional level. Minutes of the Western 
North Carolina Methodist Conference meetings noted the 
importance of church support for the temperance movement 
35Kenneth K. Bailey , Southern white Protestantism in 
the Twentieth Century (New York: Harper and Row Publishers, 
1964), 41. 
17 
during this period . The Progressive Farmer emphasized the 
"importance of the country church as a factor in the 
development and enrichment of country life. ,, 36 A Social 
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service Conference, held at Lake Junaluska , North Carolina, 
in the early 1920s, addressed social concerns of a society 
undergoing transformation. Many feared that there was not 
enough of the " old time religion."~ 
Methodists of western North Carolina searched for ways 
to counter threats to society. The Minutes of the western 
North Carolina Annual Conference of 1915 recommended the 
following: 
We urge upon the presiding elders and pastors of 
rural charges that, for the future, wherever 
practicable, in the location of church buildings, they 
be placed adjacent to school buildings, and that in the 
location of parsonages, we join with the school 
authorities in placing the homes of preacher and 
teacher alongside church and school buildings . We 
recognize that these two institutions--the church and 
the school--should together form the center of 
community life, and that preacher and teacher should be 
the natural leaders and moulders of this community 
life . 38 
The Methodist people of Cullowhee had already heeded this 
directive by the early 1900s. 
Following the 1894 founding, the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church continued to grow. Cullowhee Methodist was one of 
several churches which composed the Webster Circuit. In 
1901 the Webster Circuit reported a total of 345 members, 
36Jackson County Journal (Sylva) , 4 July 1913 . 
37Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1923 , 83 . 
38Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1915, 40 . 
including the 35 to 45 members of the Cullowhee church. 39 
Conditions on the early circuits were at best difficult . 
The Reverend Robert L. Sprinkle, an early minister on the 
Webster Circuit, described some of the conditions on his 
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arrival to the Webster Circuit in the late 1890s as follows : 
The Cullowhee circuit was a very large one . I had 
eight appointments where I preached on Sunday. They 
were East La Port[sic] , Johns Creek , Glenville, 
Double Springs, Cullowhee, Speedwell, Loves Chapel, and 
Savana[sic]. I had two or three appointments where I 
preached at night on week days. I preached twice eve r y 
Sunday in the month. In connection with the preaching 
I had a regular course of study on which I had to sta nd 
an examination at the end of the conference year. An 
aged lady said to me, "The conferenc e generally send s a 
young man to this charge and the work is so large he 
breaks down before his time is out . " I thought to 
myself, this is one man who will not break down. But I 
did. I had ten or eleven appointments in all . I had a 
long distance to travel between some of the 
appointments. It was also in a mountain country. It 
required a good deal of energy to meet all of thos e 
appointments in the winter time when it was raining and 
snowing. 40 
The ministers who followed Sprinkle faced the same 
physical and mental challenges. Despite these obstacles, 
slow but steady growth continued to be the pattern of the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church. Around 1902 it was reported 
that a Brother E. Myers "held a great meeting from which h e 
received 22 new members " for the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church. 41 By 1907, when the Reverend C. H. Clyde was 
appointed to the Webster Circuit, the church reported 57 
39Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1901, 54. 
40Sprinkle, 12. 
41 c l y de, 29. 
members and had the "enviable reputation of having always 
paid its assessments in full. ,,42 Though early membership 
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was relatively small and would remain so for many years, the 
Cullowhee Methodists were determined to build their own 
church. 
Immediately after the church was organized, the 
Methodist women, who had been instrumental in locating and 
organizing members for the founding, established a "Ladies 
Aid Society" for the express purpose of starting a building 
fund for the church. Undaunted by such insignificant 
details as no established site for the church, these 
faithful women met once a month to plan and work on 
projects. Monthly dues of ten cents were assessed for each 
member. Membership was not strictly confined to the 
Methodists; other community women with an interest in 
building a Methodist church were encouraged to join. 43 By 
collecting dues, piecing quilts, cooking suppers, and 
numerous other tasks, these ladies began to acquire a fund 
to be used for the building of a church. 
During the years before a site was located and 
purchased, the small congregation met in the original 
schoolhouse of Cullowhee Academy. The building stood near 
the site of the present day Madison Memorial garden and 
42 I bid. 
43McGuire, 12 March 1959, unpaged. 
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adjacent to the university steam p1ant. 44 
Unfortunately there are no existing church records for 
this period of founding and early building of the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church. However, the story which has been passed 
through three generations of members tells of the critical 
role played by Mrs . Ida Rogers Cotter in the building of the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church. Ida's Uncle David Rogers owned 
much of the land on which the Cullowhee school was located. 
Ida, a favored niece of Uncle Dave, approached him one day 
to ask for a donation of a portion of his land for the site 
of the first Methodist Church in the community. Uncle Dave 
readily agreed and suggested Ida pick the site. She chose a 
site centered in the community because she believed it would 
be easier for other Methodist families to travel there than 
to a more remote location. The parcel of land she selected 
is the site of the present day Breese gymnasium on the 
grounds of western Carolina University.45 
A deed was registered in the Jackson County Courthouse 
on the 7th of May 1907 between David Rogers and the 
following trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South: 
James M. Cunningham, J. David Coward, H. R. Bryson, Dr. A. 
A. Nichols, W. W. Brown, W. D. Wike, and R. L. Madison. The 
deed conveyed a parcel of land "joining the lands of the 
state and Thos. Davis, Colored .. . containing one acre more or 
44William E. Bird , " Some Highlights of the History of 
Jackson County, 1970, " p. 9-10, Special Collections, Hunter 
Library, western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
45 b' d I l. ., 8 -9 . 
less" for the sum of $1.00 paid by the trustees. 46 Soon 
after the site was purchased, the Ladies Aid Society 
increased its building fund dues from ten to twenty-five 
cents per month. 
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It is not known exactly when construction on the first 
cullowhee Methodist Church commenced . However, we may 
surmise some common events which did occur. A building 
committee was probably formed which supervised the 
construction of the building as the materials were 
assembled. Members of the building committee and of the 
community probably shared in the labor by donating their 
time and skills. Additional monies may have been borrowed. 
The Presiding Elder minutes from the Webster Circuit from 
1910 to 1911 reported a "resolution passed to recommend a 
loan for the Cullowhee church of $500.00. ,,47 Al though the 
resolution does not specify that the loan was for the 
construction of a church, it is safe to assume that this was 
indeed the purpose. 
By November 1911 an issue of the Jackson County Journal 
reported: 
The Methodist people are building a nice church at 
Cullowhee, [sic) when it is finished and the Baptist 
church at Speedwell completed, Cullowhee will then have 
five good churches, two Baptist, two Methodist and one 
Episcopal. Then we[sic) the Cullowhee school buildings 
built by the State which if filled with students would 
46Jackson County Deed Books, Book 41, 1907, Sylva 
Courthouse, 494. 
47 "The Presiding Elder's Pocket Minute Book, 1910" 
[photocopy), unpaged, Special Collections, Perkins Library, 
Duke University, Durham. 
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give our people a market for quite a lot of the surplus 
products of the farm and add great I; to the prosperity 
of our beautiful Cullowhee valley.4 
By early 1912 the first Cullowhee Methodist Church 
structure was completed. From photographs which have 
survived, it can be seen that the building was a simple 
frame edifice built on an open foundation. The structure 
contained several windows of clear paned glass. Entrance to 
the building was gained by climbing several steps to a 
sheltered area which protected members from inclement 
weather. On one side of the entrance was the bell tower. 
The other side contained a window which opened into the 
church interior. Directly ahead was the entrance to the 
sanctuary. 
The sanctuary was a simple rectangular room which could 
be partitioned into smaller sections with curtains. The 
church had two rows of handhewn pews with a center aisle 
running between them. At the front, choir pews were placed 
perpendicular to the member pews. Also in the front section 
stood a podium and some chairs for the visiting preachers 
and choir leader. During preaching services male and female 
members were not segregated as had been the practice of an 
earlier century. Instead members sat where they wished, 
including teenage members who usually occupied the farthest 
4s"Speedwell," Jackson County Journal, 17 November 
1911, unpaged. 
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reaches of the back pews. 49 Also at the back of the church 
(the section nearest the entrance) stood a stove which 
provided the only source of heat . On November 8, 1912, an 
article in the Jackson County Journal stated: 
We have a nice neat Methodist church ... some of us 
have worked, studied and planed[sic] for years for it 
and we are still working for it. The next thing we 
want to do is to paint it ... . My sons in the west sent 
me money to buy the the[sic] stove and I ordered it and 
it is ready for this winter. Next is seating it. 50 
Sunday School classes were an important part of church 
life in cullowhee. These classes had been a shared 
responsibility among people of various denominations in the 
community in the late 1800s. By the time the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church was built, however, individual churches 
held their own Sunday School classes. Children twelve years 
of age were often responsible for teaching the lessons to 
the younger ones. Sunday School classes met in partitioned 
off sections of the church, and the membership then 
recombined for preaching services. The church bell rang a 
different number of times to signal the beginning of Sunday 
School and preaching services. Childhood memories of a 
Sunday morning in Cullowhee were described thusly: "Every 
Sunday morning, I guess around 11:00 o'clock, we'd hear the 
Methodist bell and the Baptist bell and they sounded so 
49Dr . Charles Bird, of Cullowhee, interview by author, 
14 March 1990, and Mrs . Hannah Lou Rowlson of Cullowhee, 
interview by author, 30 August 1990, Cullowhee, cassette 
recording, tape in possession of author, Webster. 
50"Cullowhee, " Jackson county Journal, 8 November 1912, 
4 . 
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pretty ringing together because they were close enough that 
you could hear it allover Cullowhee."51 The church bell 
also announced the death of a member of the community by 
tolling the age of the deceased. 52 
All members took pride in the newly constructed 
building and cared lovingly for it. By informal 
arrangement, various members of the church served as 
caretakers of the building and property . 
As part of the Webster Circuit, Cullowhee Methodist 
Church shared its itinerant preacher with neighboring 
Methodist churches. A 1907 schedule listed preaching 
appointments at Cullowhee on the first Sunday at 7:30 p.m., 
second Sunday at 3:00 p . m., and fourth Sunday at 7:30 p.m. 
Church conferences were held in Cullowhee the second Sunday 
of January, April, July, and October. The Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was scheduled on the second Sunday of 
February , May, August, and November. 53 The Cullowhee 
Methodist Church continued to be part of the Webster Circuit 
until 1923 when the Cullowhee Circuit was established. 54 
In 1912, the same year the Cullowhee membership built 
their church, Logan Berge Abernethy was assigned to the 
Webster circuit. Abernethy had two great gifts in life: 
51Rowlson interview. 
52I bid. 
53c l y de, 3-5. 
54Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1922 , 89 and 104; 1923, 37. 
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one f o r teach i ng a nd o ne f o r the minist ry . Born i n 1865 , he 
f irst taught at Rutherford College . He then joined the 
Western North Carolina Conference in 1900 and served as 
pastor on the Weaverville Circuit until he became President 
of Weaverville College. He stayed at this job for several 
years before coming t o Cullowhee. For four years he taught 
mathematics at the Cullowhee Normal and Industrial School . 
He also served as minister to the Cullowhee Methodist Church 
f rom 1912 to 1914 . 
The story is told of the time in 1912 when the college 
needed to expand to provide rooms for classes and offices . 
The faculty decided it was time to build an 
a dministration/ classroom building but lacked the necessary 
f unds. The Reverend Abernethy, Professor A. C. Reynolds , 
t h e n President of Cullowhee Normal and Industrial School, 
a nd several other community people gave their personal notes 
a nd borrowed money to begin construction with the hope tha t 
the State might one day repay them. Abernethy, who h a d 
previous experience in building , was able to plan and direct 
the construction of "Joyner" building while continuing to 
teach and preach . In later years the Reverend Abernethy 
served on several important boards for the Western North 
Carolina Conference . While in these leadership roles, he 
was often instrumental in securing funds for the Methodist 
Church at Cullowhee . 55 Abernethy provides another example 
55Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1951 , 119 and 201. 
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of those who served both church and school in the Cullowhee 
Valley. 
In 1923 Aaron Watson Lynch, a graduate of the citadel 
at Charleston, South Carolina, carne to serve the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church. Prior to his arrival in Cullowhee, he 
taught for a short time at Waynesville High School. At the 
time he arrived in Cullowhee in the early 1920s, there was 
an increased effort on the part of western North Carolina 
Methodists to encourage student participation in church 
life. The Minutes of the Western North Carolina Conferences 
reflected a growing concern about the spirituality of 
Methodist youth during the chaotic 1920s. In 1925 an 
article in the Cullowhee school paper encouraged students to 
attend the Epworth League meetings held each Sunday night at 
the Cullowhee Methodist Church with this admonition, " It is 
the purpose of these meetings to give training and help in 
the development of the spiritual or deeper side of one's 
nature. ,,56 The Baptist Church also encouraged students to 
participate in the Baptist Young People's Union. 
Hiram T. Hunter, then newly appointed President of 
Cullowhee Normal and Industrial School, was also concerned 
about the spirituality of students. In correspondence to 
State Superintendent Arch Turner Allen in 1927, Hunter told 
Allen that the school wished to inaugurate courses in Bible 
or in some phase of religious education to be taught by 
local pastors. Such courses were to be offered under the 
56The Cullowhee Yodel (Cullowhee), February 1925. 
auspices of denominational boards rather than the Normal 
School board. Hunter wrote, " The pastors of the local 
Methodist and Baptist churches have agreed to cooperate. 
Fortunately they are both college men with specific 
theological training, and with experience as teachers as 
well. ,, 57 However, there is no clear evidence from school 
records that the Reverend Lynch officially taught at the 
school during his tenure at Cullowhee Methodist Church. 58 
One of the most significant changes which transpired 
during Lynch ' s years of service (1923 to 1927) was the 
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establishment of Cullowhee as a separate preaching station. 
In 1918 the Webster Circuit was renamed the 
Webster/Cullowhee Circuit . Three years later another change 
created the Cullowhee Circuit which included the churches at 
Speedwell, East La Porte, John ' s Creek, and Cullowhee. By 
1923 East La Porte and John's Creek were once again placed 
on the Webster Circuit, leaving only Speedwell Methodist 
Church and the church at Cullowhee on the Cullowhee Circuit. 
One hundred fifty-three members were reported on the 
Cullowhee Circuit in 1923. 59 However, the 1924 Minutes 
reported 86 members; a change which signifies the first 
57Hiram T. Hunter, Cullowhee, to State School 
Superintendent A. T. Allen, Raleigh, 14 February 1927, 
Special Collections , Hunter Library, Western Carolina 
University, Cullowhee . 
58Bird, History of Western Carolina College, 274-284 . 
59Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1918, 41 ; 1921, 91; 1923, 37 and 124. 
29 
official reporting of only the Cullowhee Istation . "60 
By 1927 Cullowhee station reported a membership of 92, 
one Sunday School, one church building valued at $8,000, and 
the first report of a parsonage, valued at $5,000. 61 
Earlier pastors to the Cullowhee Methodist Church had to 
rent homes in the vicinity, but by 1927 the church 
membership provided a parsonage for their pastors. No 
information is available on the building of this structure. 
From photographs of this period which survive, it can be 
seen that the simple frame structure was located above the 
church on the hill nearest to Old Moore dormitory. The 
first occupant was likely the Reverend J. S . Folger who 
served the Cullowhee Methodist Church from 1927 to 1928. 
The Methodist Church was not the only growing 
institution in the Cullowhee valley. In 1927 Cullowhee 
State Normal School graduated its last high school senior 
class. President H. T. Hunter then pursued a change of 
direction for the institution from a high school/college-
level normal school to a four-year bachelor's 
degree-granting institution. In 1929 the school received a 
revised charter and was renamed Western Carolina Teachers 
College . 62 
Cordial relations continued to be the norm between 
~inutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1924 , 122 and 134 . 
61 Minutes of the western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1927, 100. 
62 Bl e then and Wood , A Mountain Heritage, 75-82. 
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school and churches during this period. Numerous articles 
in the school newspaper encouraged students to become a part 
of the community and churches. One such article reported, 
Mr. Folger , the pastor, made a very interesting 
talk on behalf of the church in which he welcomed us to 
the church service. Mr. Bird, superintendent of the 
Sunday School, made a short talk on which he gave us a 
hearty welcome to the Sunday School. He made us feel 
that each of us has a part in making the Sunday School 
at Cullowhee what it should be.~ 
From the turbulent beginnings of the twentieth century, 
the Cullowhee Methodist Church had not only survived but had 
grown. By early 1930, the church reported a steadily 
growing membership. Enrollment at western Carolina Teachers 
College was also increasing. The church had located and 
developed a building site. with community support the 
members had built their first church and first parsonage. 
Served by an educated ministry, they continued to draw upon 
their own dedicated laity. The coming years looked 
promising. 
63The Cullowhee Yodel, (Cullowhee), 15 November 1928. 
The Service of Giving: 1930-1961 
The three decades between 1930 and 1961 were years of 
significant change for the Cullowhee Methodist Church. The 
development of the church during this period in many ways 
reflected dramatic changes at Western Carolina Teachers 
College. Both institutions were affected by events which 
occurred on the national and international scenes. 
The impact of the Great Depression continued to affect 
national and international economies into the 1930s. It 
seemed that no area escaped the ravages of the depression, 
including western North Carolina. Many people still recall 
the early and mid-1930s as the most difficult years of their 
lives. Images, sharp in detail, of no jobs, no money, and a 
scarcity of all material goods mark this period . However, 
by the late 1930s, the national economy was showing signs of 
improvement primarily through a series of "recovery" 
programs initiated by a Democratic administration . 
American preparation for World War II in the early 
1940s gave the recovering economy a final boost toward long-
term stabilization. World War II also intensified American 
nationalism and patriotism, giving rise to a new American 
self-concept as international "watchdog." 
31 
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As World War II ended, the GI bill brought 
unprecedented numbers of returning soldiers to college 
campuses. Small college towns like Cullowhee were suddenly 
confronted with a new challenge: a more mature, larger, 
independent student body, with discretionary funds at its 
disposal, that demanded greater personal freedom on the 
college campuses . 
The widespread development of television in the 1950s 
had a profound influence on American households. The black 
and white screens captivated American audiences even with 
their limited fare of western and comedic shows . Gradually, 
however, as programming improved, highlights included 
international news of the Korean War and the Cold War, the 
senate hearings of the McCarthy era , and presidential 
elections. 
At the close of the 1950s, the nation was in an 
unusually complacent state . As large numbers of Americans 
returned to the safety and comfort of churches, the 
Communist threat in Korea was stalemated. A Republican "war 
hero" was elected president after two decades of Democratic 
party rule. The nation's economy was once more thriving, 
spurred by the lowest inflation rate since the war. 
However, a younger, better educated, and more liberal group 
was coming of age. In 1960 this group helped elect the 
youngest and first Catholic president in our history and 
ushered in the beginnings of the civil rights movement. 
The dramatic changes which occurred during this 
33 
period, both internationally and nationally, produced 
significant changes in western North Carolina. Following 
the "Hard Times" of the depression, the region was 
physically altered through a series of federally funded 
programs like TVA, the opening of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, and the WPA and CCC work programs. 
Special changes were also evident in the Cullowhee 
Valley. Locally this period saw the greatly needed and long 
awaited improvement of roads and highways into the area. 
Highway 107, the primary highway from Sylva to Cullowhee, 
was paved from Sylva to the South Carolina line in the late 
1930s. M Later projects widened and straightened other 
primary highways. 
Significant growth occurred at western Carolina 
Teachers College. The 1930s enrollment of approximately 300 
students swelled to over 1,200 by the 1960s. The faculty 
grew also and became more diversified in their academic 
backgrounds . 65 By 1953 the school had expanded, improved its 
physical facilities, and altered its curriculum from that o f 
a teachers college to that of a mUlti-purpose state 
college . ~ In 1957 western Carolina College admitted its 
first black student. 67 
MJohn L. Bell, " Economic Developments", in The History 
of Jackson County, 197-198. 
65 Bl e then and Wood, A Mountain Heritage, 156. 
~Ibid. , 134. 
67I bid. , 138. 
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The growth of the school directly affected the 
congregation o f the Cullowhee Methodist Church. By the 
mid-192 0s, President Hiram T. Hunter and other members of 
the Board of Trustees realized that the school needed 
additional property for expansion . In 1924 the school had 
purchased the 60-acre "Uncle" David Rogers "Town House" 
farm, and discussions had begun between the community's 
black citizens and the school to acquire the church property 
and cemetery of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church. 68 The church property, located adjacent to Davies 
Hall, was acquired in January 1929.~ In July 1929 
President Hunter's correspondence mentioned the idea that 
"some of us are working upon the idear[sic) of getting a 
modern building for the Methodist Church. A special appeal 
will be made to the officials of the Duke Foundation having 
charge of the special fund for adding rural churches . ,, 70 
At the same time, the Cullowhee Baptist Church was in the 
process of constructing a $30,000 building adjacent to the 
site of its older structure . 71 
By January 1934 Western Carolina Teachers College 
officials realized that they badly needed a new gymnasium to 
replace the one in the "Old Madison" building. Old Madison, 
68Ibid ., 70-74 . 
69Bird, The History of Western Carolina College, 154. 
70Hiram T. Hunter , Cullowhee, to Don Elias , Asheville, 
27 July 1929, Special Collections, Hunter Library, Western 
Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
71Ibid. 
built in 1904, had been declared a fire hazard. 72 The 
continuing legacy of the depression left no state funds to 
build or to purchase land for a new gym or site. n 
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Negotiations began with some of the members of the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church concerning the possibility of a property 
"swap." At the same time President Hunter pursued the 
possibility of federal funds for the construction of the new 
gym. 74 Board of Trustees minutes of September 1935 
indicate that church officials "had proposed to sell to the 
College their present church building with its site for the 
sum of five thousand dollars ... provided the College would 
donate a suitable site on the north or west side of highway 
106 for a new building. lIn Trustee H. E. Buchanan offe red 
the resolution which authorized the purchase of the c hurc h, 
lot and parsonage for $5,000 and the transfer of prope rty o n 
the west side of Highway 106 (now University Drive) to 
church officials . N 
In October 1935 the Building Committee of the Cu llowhee 
Methodist Parsonage submitted an additional proposition t o 
72Thomas L. Johnson, Asheville, to Hiram T . Hunte r, 
Cullowhee, 2 January 1934, Special Collections, Hunte r 
Library, Western Carolina Univers i ty, Cullowhee. 
nIbid. 
74Frank L. Dunlop, Raleigh, to Hiram T . Hunte r, 
Cullowhee, 14 February 1934, Special Collections, Hunte r 
Library, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
nWestern Carolina College Board of Trus tee mi nutes , 4 
September 1935, Special Collections, Hunter Library, Western 
Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
76Ibid. 
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the College Board of Trustees offering to buy the frame 
church building for $200 and agreeing to assume full 
responsibility for tearing it down and moving it away within 
30 days of official n otification of acceptance of this 
proposition . n 
Hunter at once began to correspond with members of the 
Board of Trustees to secure their decision on the proposal. 
On December 2, 1935 , Hunter indicated that the "Methodist 
Church Board is laying the foundation for their parsonage 
and will have to buy the church soon if they use the 
material in their new parsonage. lIn Finally, after 
obtaining approval from most of the members of the Board of 
Trustees, Hunter received official notice from A. S. Brower , 
Director of the Division of Purchase and Contract of the 
state of North Carolina, "to proceed with the sale of this 
building."~ Hunter subsequently notified Ralph C. sutton 
and William E . Bird on December 31 , 1935, of the acceptance 
of their proposal.~ 
A May 1936 memorandum reported , "By special 
77W. E. Bird and R . C. Sutton, Cullowhee, to Hiram T. 
Hunter, Cullowhee, 21 October 1935, Special Collections, 
Hunter Library, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
nHiram T . Hunter, Cullowhee, to W. E. Breese, 
Asheville, 2 December 1935, Special Collections, Hunter 
Library, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
~A. S . Brower, Raleigh, to Hiram T . Hunter, Cullowhee , 
24 December 1935, Special Collections, Hunter Library, 
Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
80Hiram T . Hunter, Cullowhee, to Messrs . Sutton and 
Bird, Cullowhee, 31 December 1935, Special Collections, 
Hunter Library, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee. 
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arrangements with Budget Office, this property was purchased 
for $5,000, plus certain transfer expenses .... A deed was 
made to the Church for a new site west of the campus. The 
Church has erected a new brick bungalow for a parsonage. ,, 81 
The Reverend Cecil G. Hefner was the first to occupy 
the new parsonage . He and his family spent several months 
in the old parsonage on campus before moving into the new 
parsonage which had been constructed by using some of the 
materials from the original 1912 church structure . Noting 
that he had been sent to Cullowhee specifically to build a 
church and parsonage, Hefner settled into the new parsonage 
and went about the second task of coordinating the building 
of a new church. 82 
The 1935 report of the Board of Missions of the Western 
North Carolina Conference specified "that a church building 
enterprise be undertaken at Cullowhee. ,,83 A committee 
including a former cullowhee minister, the Reverend Logan B. 
Abernethy, was "to cooperate with the local congregation in 
planning the work.,,84 The Board of Missions of the Western 
North Carolina Conference donated $5,000 to supplement the 
81western Carolina Teachers College Board of Trustees 
Memoranda for Annual Meeting, Cullowhee, 23 May 1936, 
Special Collections, Hunter Library, Western Carolina 
University , Cullowhee. 
82The Reverend Cecil G. Hefner, Winston-Salem, to Joan 
Greene, Cullowhee, 8 December 1986 and 4 February 1987, 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
83Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1935, 53. 
84I bid. 
$5,000 received from the sale of the original property to 
the college . 85 The remaining funds needed for the project 
had to be raised by the local congregation, which numbered 
75 members , and through special donations from across the 
Conference.~ Additional monies were needed to build the 
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church which was constructed for a total cost of $20,000 . 87 
The construction of the building in the shadow of the 
depression required remarkable self-sacrifice and devotion 
by the small congregation and pastor, but the community 
proved equal to the task. 
The brick church was constructed in a record 90-da y 
period from June I to September 1, 1936.~ H. M. King, 
architect for the Western North Carolina Conference Boa rd of 
Missions and Church Extension, reportedly served as 
a rchitect for the Cullowhee project. 89 The two-story 
structure contained a sanctuary and seven other rooms, 
including a kitchen . Bricks were laid for $5 . 00 per 
thousand, and finishing carpenters were paid $ .40 per hour . 
The local building committee was composed of the Reverend 
Cecil G. Hefner , William E . Bird(Chairman), Ralph C. Sutto n 
85Hefner to Greene, 8 December 1986. 
~inutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1935, 106 . 
87"Methodists At Cullowhee will Dedicate Church," 
Jackson County Journal, 19 August 1937, 1 . 
~Hefner to Greene , 4 February 1987 . 
89Duckett, "History of the Cullowhee Methodist Church," 
unpaged . 
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(Treasurer), Hiram T. Hunter, S . W. Enloe, David H. Brown, 
Mrs. Hattie (Frank H. ) Brown (Sr . ), and Mrs L . A. Ammon. 90 
It was reported that Miss catherine Neal , an art 
instructor at Western Carolina College , planned much of the 
interior of the sanctuary , including the Gothic style arches 
and lighting . 91 The sanctuary entrance faced Highway 107. 
Inside the entrance were two small rooms on either side 
which were used as dressing rooms for weddings. The 
remainder of the first floor area comprised the sanctuary. 
One resident recalled that the church pews in the new 
building were smoother than those in the older frame 
structure. 92 The gradual addition of stained glass 
memorial windows was a major improvement. Donated stained 
glass windows honored the following: Eva S . Bryson, Martha 
Ann Richards, Mollie Fisher, Lena smith Wallace, will a nd 
Sally Norton, Lewis J. and Clara Smith, William and Melvina 
Keller, Robert L. Madison, William Coward, Hamilton and Anna 
Brown, Ruth Wike Cannon, Uncle David Rogers , Henry C. 
Bryson, Virginia Ann Cobb, David and Lou Coward, John and 
Ida Cotter, and William W. Brown. 93 The newly completed 
church was dedicated by the Bishop Paul B. Kern in August 
~Hefner to Greene, 8 December 1986 . 
91 Duckett, "History of the Cullowhee Methodist Church," 
unpaged. 
92Rowlson interview. 
93Hannah Lou Rowlson, "Memorial Chapel, July 1990," 
unpaged, Cullowhee United Methodist Church Library, 
Cullowhee. 
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22, 1937.-
During Hefner's pastorate, church activities were 
varied. They included a strong Boy Scout program, youth 
group activities, a Sunday School class taught by Dean W. E. 
Bird, and a highly successful vacation Bible School which 
once again combined the children of the Methodist and 
Baptist churches. Revivals were held during summer months 
at both the Baptist and Methodist churches in Cullowhee. 
Each shared the other's facilities and services. Young 
people often attended youth activities at both churches. 95 
The membership of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, established in the 1890s, occasionally joined 
activities held at the Cullowhee Methodist Church. From the 
viewpoint of one white resident, racial lines were often 
crossed when it came to religious matters. Mr. will Rogers, 
a well-known and respected black member of the community, 
occasionally taught Sunday School at the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church and participated in Sunday School workshops at the 
Cullowhee Baptist Church. 96 Many members recall a number 
of joint religious services held with the black 
congregation. 97 
94Jackson County Journal, 19 August 1937. 
95 Bird and Rowlson interview. 
96Rowlson interview. 
97Dr . Gerald Eller of Whittier, interview by author, 2 
April 1990, Cullowhee, cassette recording, tape in 
possession of author, Webster. 
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The Women 's Society of Christian Service, formerly the 
Ladies Aid Society, continued its activites in the church, 
holding suppers to earn funds to pay for building 
improvements. This group provided furnishings for the 
parsonage, church kitchen, and dining room. In addition, 
they equipped and furnished the social room and made 
numerous contributions to charities both local and national . 
Famous meals were prepared and served by these women to 
different community organizations such as the Lions Club. 98 
As the founding group of ladies grew older, another group of 
equa lly dedicated women continued their work. They included 
Mrs . Annie Battle, Mrs. Myrtle Bird, Mrs . Grace Brown, Mrs. 
Hattie Brown, and others. w 
In addition to his church-related responsibilities, 
Hefner also taught religious education at the college and 
received his utilities free for this service. 100 Upon hi s 
departure the Reverend Hefner addressed a note to the 
students at Western Carolina Teachers College indicating 
that his experience at Cullowhee had been "enjoyable and 
enriching," and that his association with the student body 
98Grace Hall Brown, "History of the Cullowhee Woman's 
Missionary Society, 1964, " unpaged, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
wElsie Brown of Cullowhee, interview by author, 2 
February 1990, Cullowhee, cassette recording, tape in 
possession of author, Webster. 
l00Bird, History of Western Carolina College, 279 and 
Hefner to Greene, 8 December 1986. 
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left him "with unshakable faith in the future. ,, 101 
The year 1939 was an eventful one. The reunification 
of the three Methodist bodies, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the 
Methodist Protestant Church to form The Methodist Church 
occurred during that year. Along with this change, the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church experienced a change in 
ministers. The Reverend Cecil G. Hefner, who had overseen 
the building of the new church and parsonage, left to go to 
Norwood, North Carolina, and the Reverend walter C. Lanier 
was assigned to the Cullowhee Methodist Church. 
The Reverend Lanier served for two years, and he was 
followed by the Reverend McMurry S. Richey in 1941. 
Cullowhee Methodist Church membership was 117 when Richey 
arrived. 102 Richey, who later earned the Ph.D. degree in 
mathematics from Duke University, continued an earlier 
Methodist ministerial tradition in Cullowhee by teaching 
mathematics and a Bible survey course at the college while 
his wife, Erica, taught home economics. 103 When the 
Richey's left the area in 1945 to serve a church in Concord, 
North Carolina, the Cullowhee Methodist Church membership 
101The western Carolinian, 25 November 1939. 
102Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1941, 202 . 
103Bird, The History of Western Carolina College, 28 2 
and Cullowhee Methodist Church Ministerial Survey, February 
1990, Cullowhee Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
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had grown to 148 members . 1~ 
The advent of World War II severely reduced enrollment 
at the college . The church also felt the war's impact as 
members and students left for service. The Reverend Richey 
was asked to serve as Acting Head of the Department of 
Mathematics at the college due to the shortage of faculty. 
Richey's ministry to church families was also affected in 
unusual ways. As he recalled "shortages of gas made 
pastoral visiting to remote villages an opportunity(!) for 
much walking." 105 
The Reverend R. Tom Houts, Jr., who served the 
Cullowhee church from 1945 to 1951, remembered that the 
enrollment at the college rebounded rapidly at war's end. 
However, the faculty remained small, leading Houts to help 
the college by teaching music theory and an introductory 
music course to college freshmen. 106 
During the Reverend Houts tenure, there were numerou s 
improvements to the parsonage and church. Improvements on 
the parsonage were extensive, including wallpapering the 
house, upgrading the heating system, remodeling the kitchen, 
1~Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1945, 192. 
105Cullowhee Methodist Church Ministerial Survey, 
February 1990, Cullowhee United Methodist Church files, 
Cullowhee . 
1~The Reverend R. T. Houts, Jr., Asheville, to Joan 
Greene, Cullowhee, 5 December 1986, Cullowhee United 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
and painting the structure . 107 The Women I s Society of 
Christian Service raised money for landscaping the 
parsonage , an improvement which was completed by early 
1950.1~ Improvements to the church included the 
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remodeling of the chancel and choir areas and the purchase 
of a new organ. 109 
Several church programs were gaining new life . The 
church Sunday School initiated new classes for beginners a nd 
young marrieds. A vacation Bible School daily average 
attendance of thirty showed a continuing strong trend. In 
fact, the only reported slump in church attendance occurre d 
in the summer of 1948 during the polio epidemic. 110 
Over a period of several years, a relationship had b een 
cultivated between the students attending Western Carolina 
college and the Cullowhee Methodist Church. Several p e opl e 
connected with both the college and the congregation 
promoted student participation in the church. These 
individuals included Miss Anne Hammond , Mrs. Mabel Crum, and 
Professors W. E. Bird and George Tracy. 111 All were on the 
faculty of Western Carolina Teachers College as well as 
107I bid. 
108Mrs . Frank H. Brown, Sr., Report for Women I s Socie ty 
of Christian Service, circa 1948; and Report of Pastor, 11 
September 1949, Cullowhee united Methodist Church files, 
Cullowhee. 
109Houts to Greene, 5 December 1986 . 
110Report of Pastor , 22 August 1948, Cullowhee unite d 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
111Eller interview . 
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active church members . These dedicated and caring teachers 
not only taught their students during the weekdays, but they 
also sought to provide social and religious activities on 
weekends. Activities were often sponsored by the Epworth 
League, a Methodist youth group. However, the newly found e d 
Wesley Foundation was rapidly replacing the Epworth League 
on college campuses. 
Nationwide, support for the wesley Foundation 
struggled for many years due to disagreements centered on 
the relative merits of meeting the needs of students at 
church-sponsored colleges versus those attending state-
supported institutions. Eventually the sheer numbers of 
students at state-supported colleges and universities 
convinced church authorities that secular institutions mus t 
be served also. 112 
The first incorporated Wesley Foundation in Americ a was 
established in 1913 by James C. Baker at Trinity Church, a t 
the University of Illinois . 113 The stated goals of the 
Wesley Foundation "were to provide for the worship, 
religious education, leadership development for the church, 
and recruitment of Christian vocations, as well as to 
112James C. Baker, The First Wesley Foundation: An 
Adventure in Christian Higher Education (The General Boa r d 
of Education of The Methodist Church, 1960), 9. 
ll300nald G. Shockley, Campus Ministry: The Churc h 
Beyond Itself, (Louisville: The Westminster/ John Knox 
Press, 1989), 34 . 
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provide 'a home away from home.' ,,114 The foundation pattern 
developed by the Reverend Baker became the " blueprint" for 
the establishment of Methodist and other denominational 
campus ministries. 
By the 1920s a nationwide conviction had evolved that 
" ... 'the great home mission field of the church' lay in the 
state university. ,,115 North Carolina Methodists agreed 
with this position. The 1923 Conference on Religious 
Education concluded that "there should be hearty, effective 
co-operation between the denominational and State 
agencies, ... with the one great purpose that there shall be 
universal moral and religious training throughout the unite d 
States .... ,,116 The rhetoric was followed two years later 
with the first significant financial support to a state 
institution. An increase was recommended and approved in 
the appropriation to the " church at Chapel Hill" of an 
additional " $300 for a special worker. ,,117 
By the early 1940s appropriations were increased to 
include a Wesley Foundation at Fairmont Church in Raleigh 
for North Carolina State College . However, it was not unt il 
the late 1940s that Wesley Foundation work extended to other 
114I bid. 
11SClarence P. Shedd, The Church Follows Its Students 
(New Haven : Yale University Press, 1938), 30. 
116Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference , 1923, 52. 
117Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1925, 69. 
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state institutions such as Western Carolina College. The 
Cullowhee Methodist Church student program received its 
first appropriation of $50.00 from the Wesley Foundation 
commission of the Western North Carolina Conference in 
1947. 118 Although the amount was small, this gesture 
reflected a new commitment to the Methodist Student Moveme nt 
at smaller state-supported colleges in North Carolina. Thi s 
financial support of the Cullowhee church to help build a 
student organization was one of several precedent-sett i ng 
e xamples of a statewide change in church policy. 
Development of the college student program continue d 
during the early 1950s when the Re verend James A. All e n 
served the Cullowhee Methodist Church. Allen devoted muc h 
personal time to cultivating a close relationship with 
Western Carolina College students."9 However, it was not 
until 1953, that the Wesley Foundation program began to 
experience significant growth. Two important events 
o c curred during that year. 
First came a Western North Carolina Conference 
announcement designating Cullowhee Methodist Church a s a 
"Conference-Initiated Special" mission project for the next 
quadrennium. The announcement stated: 
Cullowhee is a college community, the home of 
Western Carolina Teachers College, which had a 25% 
increase in enrollment last year and has just comple t e d 
facilities for 1,000 students, an enrollment 50% larger 
118Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference , 1947, 164. 
119Ministerial Survey. 
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than that of last year. Since eighty percent of the 
graduates of the College become teachers in our public 
schools, the Cullowhee Methodist Church has the 
opportunity and responsibility to train and minister to 
future leaders in communities allover the western part 
of North Carolina. This Special is for an educational 
building to give adequate space for the Church School, 
especially for the classes for college students, and 
for the work of the Wesley Foundation. This is a 
$25,000 Conference-Initiated Special. 1W 
The second event was the appointment of the Reverend 
Milford and Mrs. Martha Thumm to the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church ministry. The Thumm family moved from the Big Spring 
Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, during the 
s ummer of 1953. The dramatic contrast of moving from the 
"big city" atmosphere of Charlotte to the Cullowhee Vall e y 
r einforced the Thumms's initial impression that they had 
b een sent to the Methodist version of "Siberia. ,,121 
The Reverend Milford Thumm's spirited 'doer' philos ophy 
and Martha Thumm's great interest in and devotion to college 
s tudents produced a period of phenomenal growth and activity 
f or the Cullowhee Methodist Church student group. The 
e ne rgetic efforts of the Thumms, coupled with the promise of 
increased financial support from the Western North Carolina 
Conference, led to the remarkable development of the Wesl e y 
Foundation at Cullowhee Methodist Church. 
Several noticeable changes began to take place around 
120Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1953, 133. 
121The Reverend and Mrs. Milford Thumm of Durham, former 
minister to Cullowhee Methodist Church and former co-
directors of the Wesley Foundation, interview by author, 9 
Ma rch 1990, cassette recording, tape in possession of 
author, Webster. 
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the Church a nd the Methodist parsonage . A core group of 
students, who attended Sunday School class, began to grow. 
These students were encouraged to meet on Sunday evenings in 
the church basement for " Fellowship, Supper, and worship 
mingled together . ,, 122 The openness and interest of the 
Thumms was also evident in a letter addressed to "Methodist 
Students and those of Methodist Preference . " 123 The letter 
stated that "Martha and I . . . want you to know that we are 
personally interested in you and your happiness while here 
at school, and through the Wesley Foundation are ready to 
extend any help that we can give. ,, 124 
The Wesley Foundation continued its growth as annual 
Conference appropriations increased from $50.00 to 
$250.00.1~ Activities were so effectively organized that 
by 1955 a small "wallet" brochure, advertising the Wesley 
Foundation Methodist Student Center as a "Home away from 
Home," was widely circulated among the student body. The 
Cullowhee Methodist Church also appointed a Wesley 
Foundation Board composed of interested members of the 
122Milford V. Thumm, Cullowhee, to "Methodist Students," 
Cullowhee, 22 September 1954, Wesley Foundation files, 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
mIbid . 
124Ib id. 
mMinutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference , 1954, 190 . 
c ongregation . 126 The combinatio n of increased funding, 
greater administrative guidance, and growing interest and 
participation by several c hurch leaders led to the 
accreditation of the Wesley Foundation program by the 
Methodist Student Movement in 1956. 
In spite of the success of the Wesley Foundation 
50 
program, frustration had been building for the congregation 
and , personally, for the Thumms, as they tried to address 
the needs of both the local church congregation and the 
student organization in physically inadequate surroundings. 
The church sanctuary was overcrowded. Most of the 
socializing activities of the Wesley Foundation were held in 
the basement of the church or at the parsonage. The Sunday 
morning Bible study class for college students was taught 
wherever a vacant area could be found. 127 Even though the 
1953 Western North Carolina Conference had designated the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church as a special mission proj ect, 
additional funding was needed for a combined educational 
wing and enlarged sanctuary. The new wing was planned to 
house the church Sunday School classes on the upper floor 
and the Wesley Foundation on the bottom floor. 
Actual pledges and fund-raising activities for the 
addition began in earnest around 1956 after some preliminary 
plans, submitted by the architectural firm of Gudger, Baber 
12~inutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, 1955, 181. See for a full listing of Wesley 
Foundation Board members at Western Carolina College. 
127Bird interview . 
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and Wood of Asheville, North Carolina, were approved. 128 
The cost of the proposed addition at Cullowhee Methodist was 
estimated to be $146 , 000. 129 Three years of very active 
solicitation of funds from many sources culminated in May 
1959, when the Reverend Thumm received official notice "to 
start your building immediately. " no 
The largest appropriation for the Wesley Foundation, 
$61,000, came from the Inter-Conference Commission on 
student Religious Work . 131 Additional monies were raised 
locally ($60,000), and from the Duke Endowment ($8,000), as 
well as from several different mission boards ($11,000). 132 
Church bulletins from 1960 to 1961 intermittently 
displayed an architecturally rendered sketch of the addition 
with the word " imminent " in the right-hand corner. 
"Imminent" disappeared from the bulletin on May 28, 1961, 
and was replaced with a black and white photograph of the 
newly completed educational wing. The official dedication 
128Cullowhee Methodist Church Bulletins, 26 September 
1954 to 30 September 1956 (Bound bulletins on loan from the 
Reverend Milford Thumm to author). 
129Cullowhee Methodist Church " Report" filed to The Duke 
Endowment Rural Church Section, 11 January 1965, Cullowhee 
United Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
130C. P. Morris, Raleigh, to the Reverend Milford V. 
Thumm, Cullowhee , 7 May 1959, Wesley Foundation files, 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
131C . P . Morris , Raleigh, to Mr . Ralph Sutton, 
Cullowhee, 8 April 1960, Cullowhee United Methodist Church 
files, Cullowhee. 
132 " Facts and Figures on the Building Program Status 
Report, 28 February 1960 ," Wesley Foundation files, 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church , Cullowhee. 
of the Wesley Foundation and educational wing was held 
October 8, 1961. 133 
The new Wesley Foundation space included both lounge 
and recreation areas, a small library, a seminar room, an 
office for the Campus Minister, and a small meditation 
chapel. 134 Actual f u rnishings for the Wesley Foundation 
were chosen to lend a " homey" flavor to the surroundings. 
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Included in the furnishings, specifically for the fireplace 
area, were a set of hand-forged andirons and a stylized 
Christian fish symbol for the wall above the fireplace. 
Both articles were made by a local craftsman from Franklin, 
North Carolina . 135 Additional monies were received for the 
purchase of library materials from Miss Anne Hammond, the 
same Miss Hammond who had, in the early years, helped build 
the student program at the church. 136 Also, the new wing 
was to be dedicated to the memory of Mrs. Madeline Reid, 
first wife of President Paul A. Reid . She was to be honored 
for her religious work among students. However, the actual 
133Cullowhee Methodist Church Bulletin, 8 October 1961, 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
134Robert L. Wilson and Robert A. Davis, "The Cullowhee 
united Methodist Church and The Methodist Church's Ministry 
at Western Carolina University, 1971" (Durham: J. M. 
Ormond Center For Research, Planning, And Development, The 
Divinity School, Duke University, 1971), 6-7, Wesley 
Foundation files, Cullowhee United Methodist Church, 
Cullowhee. 
135Mr . Charles Stewart of Sylva, former Wesley 
Foundation Board member and member of Cullowhee Methodist 
Church, interview by author, 30 March 1990, Sylva, casette 
recording, tape in possession of author, Webster. 
136Eller interview. 
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dedication ceremony never took place for unknown 
reasons. 137 
Along with the newly completed classroom space on the 
upper floor, improvements in the sanctuary area included the 
addition of a three-paneled chancel stained glass window 
donated by the Women ' s Society of Christian Service. This 
organization gave the window in honor of Mrs. Hattie (Frank 
H.)Brown, Sr., who served as that group's president for a 
period of twenty-two years. Four other memorial windows 
were also added at this time . 138 A highly successful 
memorial program allowed for the purchase of numerous other 
ecclesiastical objects for the sanctuary a nd for furnishings 
i n classrooms. 139 
It seemed somewhat untimely that, just when the 
physical surroundings were completed, the Thumms left 
Cul lowhee for an appointment to the Biltmore united 
Methodist Church in Asheville, North Carolina . It was a 
difficult parting for all concerned. However, one of the 
last important arrangements the Reverend Thumm made before 
leaving was the development of a document outlining basic 
responsibilities, relationships, and operating procedures 
for the Cullowhee Methodist Church and the Wesley 
137Eller and Thumm interview . 
138Rowlson, "Memorial Chapel. " 
139The Reverend Milford V. Thumm, Cullowhee , to the 
Membership of the Cullowhee Methodist Church, Cullowhee, 25 
May 1961, Cullowhee United Methodist Church files, 
Cullowhee. 
Foundation. 140 This statement served as the basic 
operational guide for the next several years. 
By 1961 the Cullowhee Methodist Church could review a 
list of significant accomplishments. The membership had 
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relocated to the west side of campus, raised a new parsonage 
incorporating salvaged materials from the 1912 frame 
structure, and built a new brick church containing seven 
rooms and a main sanctuary in a record 90 days . The 
congregation through generous gifts had furnished the chapel 
with stained glass windows dedicated to the memory o f loved 
ones and friends. By 1960 the church, involved in a new 
building project, had effectively doubled in size to 
accommodate the growing physical needs of the Wesley 
Foundation and the Sunday school. The Wesley Foundation 
program in reality provided a "home away from home " for 
numerous Western Carolina College students. The scope of 
programs for the Women's Society of Christian Service and 
for the Methodist Men's Club began to address needs not only 
on a community level, but on a national and international 
level as well. As the decade of the 1960s began, the 
larger, stronger, and more diversified Cullowhee Methodist 
Church stood ready to face the newly emerging national 
issues of civil rights, challenges to the traditional family 
140"Statement of Agreement of Wesley Foundation of 
Western Carolina College and Cullowhee Methodist Church , 1 
January 1962" Wesley Foundation files, Cullowhee u n ited 
Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
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and society , and the beginning of the most controversial war 
in the history o f the united State s . 
Affirmation of Faith: 1962-1990 
It seemed a golden time--a time of promise, of dreams 
fulfilled, of challenges met directly a nd with success . 
Such were the characteristics of the beginning of the decade 
of the 1960s. But the promise of the era soon changed. 
Promises were half-kept or not kept at all, one woke from 
dreams too soon for real progress, challenges seemed 
overwhelming as the decade passed. The nation was rocked by 
the assassinations of a president, a black civil rights 
leader, and a presidential nominee as well as numerou s acts 
of violence against others. Americans were involved in a 
military conflict that deeply divided the nation and led to 
mass demonstrations condemning its vietnam war policies . A 
president lost the trust of the nation and resigned in 
disgrace. A hostage crisis in Iran proved that American 
"might" does not always prevail. The energy crisis of the 
early 1970s emphasized the wide-spread consumption and 
depletion of the nat ion's a nd world ' s resources . 
It would be incorrect, however, to assume that all 
events of this thirty-year period were failures. Progress 
was achieved with the passage of the civil Rights Act of 
1964 which guaranteed minorities equal rights before the 
law. Major federal programs, including those dealing with 
welfare and regional planning, altered the rural patterns of 
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a nat ion. A growing consciousness about the crisis in 
energy eventually led to an awareness of all types of 
environmental issues. And the development of computers and 
satellite systems began a revolution in communication. 
Regionally, as federal funds paid for highway 
improvements , tourism became a fast growing business in 
western North Carolina. Some tourists visited only for the 
summer months, boosting small town businesses and regional 
activities . others stayed to affect the political, 
economic , and social life of communities over a longer 
period of time. Conversely, as the highways opened the 
region to the nation, the area was dra i ne d o f some of its 
talented youth who used the roads as new avenues to 
adventure. Even the patterns of agriculture , which h ad long 
been based on growing staple crops, were diversified t o 
include fish hatcheries a nd Christmas tree farming . 141 
By the mid-1960s the local publ ic school s were 
integrated with few incidents. Of more controversy was the 
consolidation of Sylva and Webster schools i nto the one high 
school, Sylva-Webster High School. A number of smaller 
"feeder" elementary schools were also consolidated to form 
Smokey Mountain , Fairview, Camp Lab, and Scotts Creek 
schools . Fairview School, with its pod design of classrooms 
without walls , reflected a propensity to experiment with new 
141John L. Bell, "Economic Activities," in The History 
of Jackson County, 147-151. 
teaching methods. 142 Western Carolina College became 
Western Carolina University in 1967 and by 1970 reported a 
student enrollment of over 5,000. 143 The dramatic rise in 
enrollment required additional faculty which brought large 
numbers of well-educated , more liberal graduates from 
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schools allover the country . The diversity of the new 
faculty members led to the representation of other religious 
denominations in the county including st . Mary ' s (Catholic), 
Shepherd of the Hills (Lutheran), and Church of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormon). 144 
For the Cullowhee Methodist Church dreams had turned to 
reality with the completion of the new educat ional wing and 
Methodist Student Center by mid-1961. The Reverend Avery A. 
Ferguson arrived in the summer of 1961 to begin his four-
year pastorate at the Cullowhee Methodist Church. The 
construction of the educational wing and Methodist Student 
Center was completed with the laying of the cornerstone on 
October 8 ,1961, but work on the church continued.
145 
Several landscaping projects were initiated by church 
and community groups in 1963 to improve the outside 
appearance of the renovated church. A portion of the 
142Jean Ellen Magers , "Education," The History of 
Jackson County, 308 - 317 . 
143Wilson and Davis, "The Cullo~h~e United Methodist 
Church and The Methodist Church's M1n1stry at Western 
Carolina University 1971 ," 1. 
144Lovin, 264-267. 
145The Sylva Herald, 28 september 1961. 
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driveway between the church and the Cullowhee Post Office 
was paved. The Women's Society of Christian Service 
continued to be successful in raising money for projects, 
like the improvements to the fellowship/social room, 
although in 1962 they had ended one of their larger projects 
of serving monthly dinners to the Lions Club. '46 
Following a pattern established by the Thumms, the 
Reverend and Mrs. Ferguson devoted much of their time to the 
Wesley Foundation . By 1965 the success of the Wesley 
Foundation program and the increased growth of western 
Carolina College, which reported an enrollment of 2,500/ led 
to the first adjustment in scheduling worship services. ' 47 
A 9:00 a.m./ half-hour worship service was added to 
accommodate students and others wishing to attend an earlier 
service. The Wesley Foundation program remained essentially 
the same . This period of relative tranquility was followed 
by another series of changes whose negative repercussion s 
affected the church and the Wesley Foundation. 
In 1965 the Cullowhee Methodist Church experienced a 
change in both the ministerial and the Wesley Foundation 
campus ministry positions. Previously, all persons holding 
these positions had been minister and wife teams who served 
both the congregation and Wesley Foundation. However, the 
146Board of Trustees Minutes, 1962-1965, Cullowhee 
united Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
147Facts About Cullowhee. North Carolina, Prepared by 
the Office of Public Information, Western Carolina College, 
July, 1965, Cullowhee united Methodist Church files, 
Cullowhee. 
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time had arrived when the responsibilities inherent in each 
role necessitated the hiring of a full-time professional for 
each position. The Reverend Harlan Creech was appointed as 
minister to Cullowhee Methodist Church . At the same time, 
an effort was begun to employ the first full-time direc tor 
for the Wesley Foundation . Several people interviewed for 
the full-time position. The Board of Directors of the 
Wesley Foundation selected the Reverend Mark Rose of 
Franklin who had recently served as pastor of the Franklin 
Circuit in Macon County. The Board also began the process 
of purchasing a house for the new Wesley Foundation 
director. 148 
The Reverend Mark Rose was very popular with the Wesley 
Foundation students. 149 His progra m emphasized outdoor 
recreational activities, including camping, hiking, and 
boating. He also organized money earning opportun ities for 
the students such as wood-cutting jobs. 1S0 It is unclear 
whether these jobs provided funds for personal student needs 
or whether they supplemented Wesley Foundation programs. 
148Ned Tucker, Cullowhee to Members of Board of 
Directors, Wesley Fellowship Foundation, Western Carolina 
College , circa 1966 , Wesley Foundation files, Cullowhee 
united Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
149This information has been gathered through a series 
of interviews recently completed by the author. Before 
1972, the Cullowhee Methodist Church had no permanent 
secretarial position for either the Church or Wesley 
Foundation. Church records were often kept by volunteers or 
traveled with the departing ministers. Thus there are few 
church records to view for the Rose/Creech period. 
1soEller and Stewart interviews. 
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Likewise, the Reverend Creech performed his duties in a 
timely , c apable manner. 151 However, personal problems 
arose almost immediately between the Reverend Creech a nd the 
Reverend Rose. The organizational structure between the 
c hurch a nd the Wesley Foundation, which had previously b een 
a shared responsibility of husband/wife teams, was not 
sufficient for two separate entities . Misconceptions about 
the responsibilities of each position led to conflic t s 
bet ween Cr e ech and Rose. A new suggested plan concern i ng 
the organ i zational structure of the church and the Wesley 
Fou ndation was formulated by Dean W. E. Bird. 152 Thoug h 
this plan was accepted by both ministers, the confl ict h ad 
progressed too far for harmony to be achi e v e d. The 
sit uation c r eated increasingly difficult times f or the 
e ntire c hurch membership as some felt c ompell e d to s upport 
one posit i on or the other. Memories of this p e r i od are 
oft en pain f ully described with words such as "ha rd," 
"difficult," "bad," and "terrible. ,,153 The situation was 
r esolved in 1966 with the reassignment of both men. The 
Rev erend Creech left to serve a church in Fle tcher, North 
Carolin a , while the Reverend Rose was reassigned to a post 
151Jame s Gudger, Cullowhee, to Ma rk Q. Tuttle , 
Superinte ndent, Lake Junaluska, 13 April 1 9 6 6 , Cu llowhee 
Un i t ed Me thodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
152Jame s Gudger, Cullowhee, to Bishop Ea rl G. Hunt , 
Charl otte, 28 April 1966, Cullowhee unite d Methodist Church 
fi l es, Cullowhee. 
153El l e r and Stewart interviews. 
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in Cruso, North Carolina. 154 Dean W. E. Bird I s plan was 
approved by the local boards and district officials as well 
as by the Inter-Conference Commission and was later 
implemented by the newly appointed minister and Wesley 
Foundation director in 1966. 155 
During the transition period, the Wesley Foundation 
Board "employed Mrs . Mary Jo Boswell, a former W.F. membe r, 
now teaching in the camp Laboratory School to supervise the 
center during the next 60 days or Summer school. ,,156 A 
personnel committee was appointed to deal with the 
selection of a permanent Wesley Foundation Director. It was 
hoped that a new director could fill the post by August 1, 
1966. The Wesley Foundation would then be organized and 
ready for the fall term at Western Carolina College. 
The Reverend George Weekley fortuitously heard about 
this job through a friend, Bill Wells. Wells was at that 
time State Director of Campus Ministry for the Methodist 
Student Movement of North Carolina. He mentioned the 
position to Weekley while the Weekley family was vacationing 
in Durham, North Carolina. Weekley applied for the job 
during the summer, visited the church and campus for an 
interview in August, and was appointed Associate Pastor and 
154At this writing, the Reverend Harlan Creech continues 
in the ministry of The United Methodist Church, while Mark 
Rose has left the ministry for another profession. 
155Ned Tucker, Cullowhee, to Rev . M. Q. Tuttle, Lake 
Junaluska, I July 1966, Wesley Foundation files, Cullowhee 
united Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
156I bid . 
Director of the Wesley Foundation in September 1966. 157 
A long-time interest in youth work was evident in the 
Reverend Weekley's training. While studying at Duke 
Divinity School, his major areas of emphasis had b een in 
teaching and research. During seven years as Associate 
Minister at the Church in the Gardens (congregational) in 
Forest Hills, New York, he had been very active in youth 
work. 158 By the summer of 1965, Weekley had expressed 
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interest in working with a Wesley Foundation. All of these 
factors combined to show a strong interest a nd serious 
dedication to youth--a fact not missed by the personnel 
committee . The Reverend Vaudry Williams, who h ad arrived 
only a few weeks earlier, reported that "he made a wonderful 
impression on the interviewing committee, especially the two 
students on it . Of all we contacted, he would certainly be 
my first choice . ,, 159 George Weekley was invited to join 
Williams in the Cullowhee mission. 
When the Reverend Vaudry Williams was appointed to the 
Cullowhee church by the 1965 annual conference, he found 
that several projects required immediate attention. A new 
157The Reverend George Weekley, Associate Pastor a nd 
Director of the Wesley Foundation, of Cullowhee, interview 
by author, 21 March 19 90 , Cullowhee , cassette recording, 
tape in possession of author, Webster. 
158The Reverend Vaudry Williams, Cullowhee, to Advocate, 
Greensboro , undated, Wesley Foundation files, Cullowhee 
united Methodist Churc h, Cullowhee. 
159The Reverend Vaudry Williams, Cullowhee, to Dr. Mark 
Tuttle , Waynesville, 30 August 1966, Wesley Foundation 
files , Cullowhee United Methodist Church, Cullowhee. 
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church-sponsored Week Day School or Kindergarten was needed 
to serve the community. A new parsonage was needed to 
replace the parsonage adjacent to the church as well as 
improvements to the church driveway and parking lot. 
Greater involvement with the Jackson County Ministerial 
Association was an agenda item for Williams also. Despite 
or perhaps because of the complexity and number of issues he 
faced, Williams reported "the overwhelming impression that 
strikes a new minister here is the wealth of potential 
here."I~ 
The Week Day School was the outgrowth of a former child 
care program operated by the Cullowhee Methodist Church 
under the direction of Miss Anne Rabe. By the late 1960s 
Miss Rabe's age and health had become matters of concern for 
the church members. There was no public kindergarten in 
North Carolina at this time, and the church wished to 
continue this type of service to the community. 
Mrs . Kathleen Flynn and family had moved from Raleigh 
to Cullowhee in August 1966, when her husband, Paul, was 
employed by Western Carolina College . Mrs . Flynn had 
previous experience directing and teaching in a kindergarten 
program in Raleigh. within days of their arrival in 
Cullowhee, Mrs. Flynn was approached by Mrs . Jo Edith 
Burchfield and Mrs. Paul Reid, members of the church 
committee, about the matter of directing the new 
I~Report of Pastor, 9 September 1966, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
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kindergarten for the church. She accepted and was joined by 
Mrs. Linda Martin and approximately 26 children for the 
first year of operation. 161 
The kindergarten curriculum centered around "hands-on" 
learning activites and lots of playtime. The program met on 
the second floor of the education building from 9:00 a .m. to 
12:00 noon weekdays. The church provided the space, 
util ities , and janitorial service as well as initial start-
up operating funds of $500. 162 The program was designed to 
be self-sustaining with salaries and other expenses paid 
from monthly fees charged to families. Several years later 
a four-year old group was added to the program. 163 
By mid-1967 several important financial goals of the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church were reached. The debt for the 
educational building and Wesley Foundation wing, which 
eventually totaled $180,000, was reported completely paid 
off in May 1967 . The parking lot behind the church was 
paved a t a cost of $6,000, and an agreement was reached with 
the college to rent the lot for student parking at the rate 
of $800 per year. A new $32,000 parsonage, located a top the 
161Mrs . Kathleen Flynn, of Cullowhee, interview by 
author, 21 September 1990, and Mrs. Sarah Williams, of 
Cullowhee, interview by author, 9 January 1990, Cullowhee , 
cassette recording, tapes in possession of author, Webs ter. 
162Report of Pastor, 2 May 1967, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee . 
163Fl ynn and Williams interviews. 
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hill behind the church, was nearing completion.1~ 
A committee for furnishing the new parsonage contracted 
with a talented, local cabinetmaker, Louis Carter, to 
provide several pieces of quality-crafted furniture made 
from solid walnut, wormy chestnut, and other native woods to 
make the new home a lovely setting . 165 As the Reverend 
Williams noted, the new parsonage was "furnished in a manner 
which is exceedingly beautiful. ,,166 
Along with the recently initiated Week Day School, 
other social concerns included a county-wide "Council of 
Community Services " which had evolved from a Cullowhee 
Methodist Church study course on poverty. This group, 
composed of representatives from the community churches and 
county organizations, led efforts to improve the quality of 
life for other Jackson County residents. 167 
An official "open door" policy on race was adopted by 
the Cullowhee Methodist Church in 1967. Results of this 
policy were evident in the active pursuit of black s tudents 
to attend Sunday services and Wesley Foundation programs. 
Mrs. Estes Casey became the first black woman to join the 
Women's Society of Christian Service group at the church . 
1~Report of Pastor and Board of Trustees Minutes, 1967, 
Cullowhee United Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
165Brown interv iew. 
166Report of Pastor, 1 October 1967, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
167Report of Pastor, 1967, Cullowhee United Methodist 
Church files, Cullowhee. 
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Also, Mr . Herman Thomas, a black student at Duke University, 
was invited to work as a summer intern at Cullowhee 
Methodist Church during the summer of 1967.1~ 
other church improvements included the publicat ion of a 
newsletter, started by Mrs. Connie Hicks, to promote 
fellowship and communication between church members. Plans 
were made to begin a church library. 169 Also, discussions 
began on establishing a policy regarding care of the church 
cemetery. The cemetery, located near the new parsonage, was 
originally owned by the R. Hamilton Brown family. In June 
1957 Frank and Hattie Brown, Sr., deeded the property to the 
Cullowhee Methodist Church. 170 However, for many years 
following the transfer o f property, members of the Brown 
family continued to provide care for the cemetery area . The 
membership now began to plan for the continual 
administration, care, and upkee p of the cemetery property. 
In May 1967, the Reverend williams reported that " peace 
reigns in the relationship between the local church and the 
Wesley Foundation. ,,1 71 The divisive situation which had 
existed between the previous minister and wesley Foundation 
director was no longer a n issue. No doubt a portion of this 
success was due to the compatible personalities of the 
169Ibid. 
l7oJackson County Deed Book, Book 222 ,1957 , Sylva 
Courthouse, 412. 
171Report of Pastor, 2 May 1967, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
Reverend Williams and the Reverend Weekley. Also, the 
commitment and backing of the entire congregation to make 
this situation work surely contributed to the success the 
church enj oyed by 1967. However, the church soon faced 
challenges of a new nature which directly affected the 
student population, indeed the entire population of 
Cullowhee and the nation. 
The escalation of the vietnam War, the rise in 
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popularity of a youthful counter-culture , and the continued 
impact of civil rights demonstrations left no shortage of 
issues to be addressed and discussed. Frank and open 
deliberation of these issues was part of the solution. 
Sermons delivered by the Reverend Williams were often 
presented as "worrying outloud" sessions aimed at searching 
for the "right" decisions. 172 Active participation was 
also encouraged to help Western Carolina college students 
confront these complex issues. One example of this action 
philosophy was a trip to Atlanta, Georgia, in April 1968 by 
the Reverend williams, the Reverend Weekley, and a group of 
students to attend the funeral of slain civil Rights leader, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 1n The church also participated 
in several community ecumenical services in honor of Dr. 
King. 
In 1968 two important na tional changes occurred in The 
172Mrs . Connie Hicks, of Cullowhee, interview by author, 
7 March 1990, Cullowhee, cassette recording, tape in 
possession of author, Webster. 
1nweekley interview. 
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Methodist Church. The first was the merger of the 
Evangelical united Brethren Church and The Methodist Church 
to form the united Methodist Church. 174 Cullowhee 
Methodist joined this unifying action with a change in name 
to Cullowhee United Methodist Church. Secondly, the Central 
Jurisdiction of The Methodist Church, which was composed of 
black churches only, was abolished. 1n Henceforth, these 
churches were considered to be part of the regular pre-
existing conference organizations of the united Methodist 
Church. 176 
Reflective of a society which searched for answers 
during this decade, the Reverend Williams also guided the 
church through several "experiments in worship.,,1n 
Musically, a "Contemporary Jazz Worship Service," presented 
in early 1968 received mixed reviews from the congregation. 
Also, Mr. Dick Trevarthen, who succeeded Dr. Richard Renfro 
as choir director, composed several original musical 
selections which the church choir presented to the 
174George W. Bumgarner and James E . Carroll, The 
Flowering of Methodism in Western North Carolina (The 
Commission on Archives and History of the Western North 
Carolina Annual Conference of the united Methodist Church, 
1984), 16. 
1n1na W. and John J. Van Noppen, Western North Carolina 
Since the civil War (Boone: Appalachian Consortium Press, 
1973), 78. 
176Bumgarner and Carroll, The Flowering of Methodism in 
Western North Carolina, 9-10. 
1nReport of Pastor, 18 April 1968, Cullowhee United 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
congregation. 178 At the same time the church purchased one 
hundred copies of an older edition of Methodist hymns. 179 
Plans also began for a combined celebration and 
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dedication of the educational building and Wesley Foundation 
facility as well as the consecration and "open house" for 
the new parsonage. Only landscaping remained to be 
completed at the new parsonage. 180 Perhaps it was with the 
upcoming celebration in mind that the Reverend Williams 
decided to complete some outside tree cutting at the 
parsonage. Tragically, he was accidentally killed on May 
31 , 1968 , while performing this task. The Cullowhee 
Methodist Church membership drew close during this tragic 
time. 181 Mrs. williams requested that a special scholarship 
fund be established for the four Williams children in lieu 
of flowers . The generous support which the fund received 
reflected an outpouring of love from a devoted and saddened 
congregation. 
During the interim summer months, the Reverend Weekley 
served ably as pastor until the appointment of the Reverend 
James C. Gilland. Arriving when he did, during some of the 
most critical times of questioning for the American nation 
as well as the Cullowhee community, it is not surprising 
17Bwill iams interview. 
l~Report of Pastor, 18 April 1968, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee . 
180I bid . 
181 Hicks and Eller i nterviews. 
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that the Reverend Gilland faced a challenging ministry. 
One of the critical needs that the Reverend Gilland 
recognized upon arrival in 1968 was the problem of 
inadequate space at the Cullowhee church. Although a major 
addition had been completed recently, the space problem in 
the church was acute . This need was largely due to two 
factors. The first was the precipitious growth of western 
carolina, which had gained university status in 1967. 
Enrollment in 1968 was 4,000 students.1~ The second factor 
was the incredible success of the Wesley Foundation program 
which drew "an average of 250 students ... attending sunday 
morning worship service . ,,183 A report filed by the 
Director of Research, Planning and Development of the 
Divinity School , Duke University, and by the President of 
Brevard College noted the need for a sanctuary which would 
be doubled in size, the need for a new fellowship hall, and 
the need for more church school classrooms for the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church to accommodate projected growth of the 
university .1~ But as the Reverend Gilland reported, the 
"160 resident members [who) now carry a budget of $29,000 
can't undertake a new sanctuary for $2 50 ,000 to 
182Bl ethen and Wood, A Mountain Heritage, 139. 
183James Gudger and Gerald Eller, Cullowhee, to Mr. 
Gordon Goodson, Durham, 20 April 1968, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
1~Wilson and Davis, 1-6. 
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$300,000. ,,185 Supplemental funding would have to be found, 
but no immediate solution was forthcoming. The church 
continued to hold two worship services on Sunday morning and 
effectively utilized all available space. 
By the early 1970s the church faced other pressing 
issues. The disintegration of formerly active church groups 
like the Women's Society of Christian Service and the 
Methodist Men's Club heralded the stresses and strains on 
family life in Cullowhee. As more women e ntered the 
workplace or school, less time was available to devote to 
church social groups.l~ The men ' s group h ad been heavily 
composed of faculty and staff members of the college . As 
their administrative and t eaching responsibilities grew in 
conjunction with university development, they too found 
limited time for extra church activities. 
University students also struggled with contemporary 
issues. Though somewhat removed from most of the violence 
which developed in many American cities in the early 1970s, 
several students and the Reverend George Weekley were 
involved in a bombing incident that occurred in New York 
city on March 22 , 1970. The students, including several 
from the Wesley Foundation , were in New York during Spring 
break to participate in an inter-denominational convention. 
While visiting a popular, non-alcoholic discotheque, The 
185Report of Pastor, 24 November 1968, Cullowhee unite d 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
l~Brown interview. 
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Electric Circus , a pipe bomb exploded injuring eight 
students. One of the students sustained severe leg 
injuries. Police later identified a member of the Black 
Panther Party as the person responsible for placing the pipe 
bomb at that location . The Reverend Weekley remained in New 
York City until all students were returned safely to their 
homes. 187 
After 1973 the return of many vietnam veterans to 
campus created new and challenging counseling roles for the 
Reverend Weekley . A program which developed during this 
time was the Coffee House Ministry. This ministry was an 
ecumenical effort held on alternate Friday evenings at the 
new Hinds Univers ity student Center. Films, concerts , and 
dramas were sponsored by the Wesley Foundation and other 
community groups. Fellowship and free-flowing dialogue were 
two of the main responses to the Coffee House Ministry.1~ 
A later outgrowth of this joint effort was the formation of 
the United Campus Ministry, an example of, " the contemporary 
spirit of denominational cooperation . ,, 189 This group, 
composed of campus and congregational ministers, worked 
cooperatively to pool its resources in planning for the 
187The Sylva Herald, 26 March 1970; and The Western 
Carolinian, 7 April 1970. 
1~"Study Committee On Ministry To The campus of Wesley 
Foundation Western Carolina University, " 30 September 1977, 
p. 6 , Wesley Foundation files, Cullowhee united Methodist 
Church, Cullowhee. 
189Minutes of the Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference , 1967, 266 . 
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religious and spiritual growth of the university community. 
I n 1968, when Gilland arrived, membership at the 
Cul l owhee united Methodist Church was reported at 255. 190 
Thoug h attendance was reported as good, growth was slow. In 
19 7 6 , the last year of the Reverend Russell Burson's 
pastorate, membership was 259. 191 However, membership 
b e g an to rise by the late 1970s. In a 1980 pastoral report, 
the Reverend Ronald A. Koonts reported a membership of 
29 0. 192 This growth reflected again the strong ties to the 
Un ivers i ty community which was "settling down after some 
years o f frequent administrative changes" prior to the 
a rr iva l o f Chancellor H. F. Robinson in 1974. 193 Koonts 
a l so recognized and praised the leadership of the Rever e nd 
Weekley and the effectiveness of the Wesley Foundation 
programs as factors which contributed to growth. 194 
As the newly appointed minister, the Reverend Carro l R. 
Lindsey perceived upon his arrival in 1980 that the r e was a 
" sen se of renewal for the church." 195 Over the next s even 
ye a rs, renewal was much in evidence at the Cullowhee United 
1" Report of Pastor, 18 April 1968, Cullowhee unite d 
Me thodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
191Report of Pastor, 31 October 1976, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
192Report of Pastor, 20 October 1980, Cullowhee Un ited 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
193Ministerial Survey. 
194Ibid. 
195I bid. 
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Methodist Church. As North Carolina turned to public 
supported kindergartens, the church-sponsored kindergarte n 
was s upplanted by a private nursery school. The Church 
Board c ontinued to believe that this service was needed in 
the community and charged the school only for maintenance 
costs. 
Several projects to improve the Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church were undertaken between 1981 and 1987. For 
example , a new digital computerized organ and sound system 
were purchased in 1983. The church ' s administrative offices 
were moved from the Parish House to a renovated area locat ed 
on the lower floor of the church building. 196 Projects in 
support of various families and local agencies were carried 
out at Christmas and other times. In 1985 the newly re-
formed united Methodist Women and united Methodist Men 
turned their resources to local, national, and international 
mission projects. 1W 
However , one of the main projects which received 
attention from the Cullowhee membership began about 1982 
when Mrs. Florence Sumner approached the Chairman of the 
196For many years following construction of the new 
parsonage, the former parsonage, located adjacent to the 
church , was utilized as rental property. However, between 
1973 and 1981, the church's administrative offices were 
located in the old parsonage , then called the "Parish 
House." After the offices were relocated in 1981, the 
Parish House was utilized as rental property for small 
businesses. On July 4, 1987, the Parish House was destroyed 
by fire. At the present time, a portion of the property is 
used as a parking area. 
197Reports of Pastor, 1981-1987, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
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Work Area on Social Concerns, Mr . John Lively, with the idea 
of the church sponsoring a Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) p roject to build a rent subsidized apartment complex 
for the elderly and handicapped of Jackson County. The 
pro ject , first proposed by the Jackson County Council on 
Aging, was approved by the church board . The Cullowhee 
United Methodist Church became the sponsor/borrower of the 
pro ject with responsibility for appointing a board of 
directors f or the planning, construction, and operation of 
the endeavor. The board was composed of nine membe r s from 
the Cullowhe e United Methodist Church and six from the 
Jackson County Council on Aging. 198 
Con s truction began on January 1, 1986, at an estima t ed 
c o s t of $ 8 3 5 ,000 for 24 one-bedroom apartments . The proj ect 
was completed by August 1, 1986. The "Jackson Village " 
p ro ject wa s dedicated on October 12, 1986, with ove r half of 
the apartme nts already occupied. 1W 
Th e Cullowhee United Methodist Church was truly re newed 
d uring the Lindsey years, not only through service to the 
c ommun i ty but in membership also . Membership was r e por t ed 
a t 309 in 1987 when the Reverend Lindsey departed for a new 
a ppo i ntment at Forest City , North Carol ina. 200 
19~rs . Florence Sumner, of Sylva, and Mr. John Lively, 
o f Sylva , interview by author, 16 March 19 9 0, Sylva and 
Cu llowh e e, cassette recording, tape in possession o f a u thor, 
Webster . 
1WTh e Sylva Herald (Sylva), 16 October 1986 . 
200Report of Pastor, 27 October 1985, Cullowhee un ited 
Meth odist Church files, Cullowhee . 
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The Reverend John S. Boggs arrived in 1987 and noted 
several initial impressions. He noted first an abundance of 
"caring leadership. ,,201 Next he recognized the strong 
emphasis on children and youth programs which had helped to 
bring many young families into the church. There was also 
great enthusiasm for remodeling the kitchen as well as 
movement toward establishing a Long-Range Planning Board to 
research again the possibil i ties of expansion . 202 
The Long-Range Planning Board, appointed in 1987, 
recognized three areas which needed attention: 1) the 
education space, 2) the fellowship area, and 3) the worship 
area. The Architectural Design Group of Waynesville, North 
Carolina , presented a Master Plan proposal in August 1988 
recommending a maj or renovation and building program. 203 
However, the estimated cost of $840,000 was prohibitive even 
with outside funding from the North Carolina state 
commission on Campus Ministry, the Duke Endowment, and the 
western North Carolina Annual Conference. The church 
membership could not realistically be expected to raise the 
remaining funds needed. Additionally there was much 
reluctance to give up the present sanctuary as the major 
place of worship. The anticipated "loss of a space which 
201Report of Pastor, 30 September 1987, Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
202 I bid. 
203Cu llowhee United Methodist Church Ne wsletter, 
September 1988, unpaged, Cullowhee united Methodist Church 
files , Cullowhee. 
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holds treasured memories" created anxious feelings among a 
portion of the membership. 204 
Several optional building plans were discussed by the 
church' s Administrative Board at its meeting of February 27 , 
1991. Although no final decisions were reached, it was 
decided that the total building project would be scaled down 
and reintroduced in a phased sequence over a period o f 
several years . The most immediate plans include the des ign 
of a fell owship hall plus classroom space not to exceed 
$250,000 in cost.~5 
Apart from contingency plans being developed for the 
building project, the congregation's energies were channeled 
into other areas. The church newsletter won an award for 
excellence at the Weste rn North Carolina Annual Conference 
in 1987. A new team approach for Sunday School was b egun. 
A new evangelistic effort known as the J. o. Y. Club (Jesus 
others Yourself ) was begun for children, representing a 
larger mission effort of working with area churches to 
provide services to local and transient people. The united 
Christian Ministry of Jackson County, Inc., emerged from 
this new community mission effort. Today, the united 
Christian Ministries receives funding and volunteer staff 
from the Cullowhee United Methodist Church as well as from 
other area churches. 
204Report of Pastor, 5 November 1989, Cullowhee United 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
205Administrative Board Minutes , 27 February 1991, 
Cullowhee Methodist Church files, Cullowhee. 
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The Christmas Service Project was extended to b ecome 
part of a coordinated community " Christmas store" program 
designed to serve families referred by the Jackson county 
Department of Social Services. In 1990 the Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church membership sponsored twenty-four families 
ranging in size from one to seventeen. Donations from 
church members provided recipient families an opportunity to 
select groceries and other household items, clothing, and 
children's toys. 206 
While some minor changes were made in the Sunday 
morning worship service, the major changes occurred on 
Wednesday a nd Sunday evenings. P.E.W. Call (People 
Enjoying Worship : Christians As Liturgical Laity), held on 
Sunday evenings in the fell ows h ip hall, presente d an 
a lternative worship experience. On Wednesday evenings a new 
Wonderful Wednesday program o ffered a family style meal 
followed by church business meetings or special 
programs. 207 
Other special seasonal programs were initiated. In 
1989 Moravian students, active in the wesley Foundation, 
helped plan and coordinate the firs t Lovefeast. This 
program quickly became a n annual Christmas ritual . 208 
206Mrs . Elaine White, of Cullowhee, interview by a uthor, 
6 March 1991, Cullowhee, cassette recording, tape in 
possession of author, Webster. 
207Reports of Pastor, 1989-1990 , Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church files, Cullowhee . 
208I bid . 
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From the turbulent 1960s to the challenging 1990s 
the Cullowhee united Methodist Church progressed through 
some difficult times. The security of the Cullowhee v a lley 
had bee n roc ked by a series of vibrations echoing from a 
nat ion u neasy with its role in vietnam, a growing 
consciousness about inequality in the American system, a nd a 
rest lessn e ss within its society. The church was well ser ved 
duri ng t h e se years by a number of highly qualified mini s t ers 
who were o f ten challenged by the needs of the congrega t i on. 
The physical facilities had been greatly improved and h ave 
now been c hallenged to expanded further to accommodate a 
membership which hovers around three hundred. As one memb e r 
h as s uccinc tly stated "things are going well--possibili t i es 
unl imi ted" . 209 This seems an appropiate epitaph for the 
years 196 0 to 1990 and an excellent perspective f o r the 
membership of the Cullowhee united Me thod i st Churc h as they 
face the t wenty-first century. 
209Cul l owh e e united Methodist Chur ch Book l e t o f Reports 
1 988, u npa ge d, Cullowhee united Methodist Churc h files , 
Cu llowhee . 
The Postlude 
The history of any organization is a composite of many 
factors. As suggested previously these include such factors 
as geographic location , the personalities involved in the 
organization's history, the tenor of the times or zeitgeist, 
and that indefinable quality of "spirit ." 
The conception and development of the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church was an outgrowth of one hundred fifty years 
of Methodism which began with John Wesley ' s doctrine of free 
grace and salvation offered to all believers. The message 
spread throughout England and was then transported to the 
American frontier. Dedicated itinerant preachers, like 
Bishop Asbury , supported by a dedicated laity, ministered to 
regions like the western North Carolina frontier utilizing 
the circuit systems a nd camp meetings . The Cullowhee church 
became part of the western North Carolina circuit system and 
was in its early years served by several itinerant 
preachers. 
The geographic configuration of the Cullowhee Valley 
has no doubt contributed to the long-standing tradition of 
shared facilities and resources among Baptists , Methodists, 
Episcopalians, and Presbyterians which is still in evidence 
to the present day. This cooperation and sharing extends to 
the school, Western Carolina University, as evidenced by the 
81 
many ecumenical services held on the campus throughout the 
years. 
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Likewise relations with the black community have been 
continuous and cordial . Dating from the 1920s, when sharing 
teachers for Sunday School was common, to the present day, 
when the Cullowhee united Methodist Church and the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion church annually celebrate the 
birthdate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., unity is a common 
theme in this mountain community. 
The c haracteristics of a "shared" community are 
recognizable in other ways. However, there is one factor 
which seems to set the history of the Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church apart from other organizations in the 
mountain region. The overwhelming factor that cannot be 
ignored is the significant symbiotic relationship between 
the Cullowhee Methodist Church and Western Carolina 
Un iversity . Like siblings close in age, the c hurc h and 
un iversity have experienced many of the same life passages 
at the same level of organizational development . 
The 1889 founding of the University preceded the 
f ounding of the c hurch by only five years. The first 
meeting place of the Methodist membership in the community 
was in the schoolhouse of the Cullowhee Academy. Several 
founding members of the Cullowhee church were founders of 
the school . These included Robert L. Madison, Lewis J . 
Smith , J . David Coward, William C. Norton, and R . Hamilton 
Brown . Obviously these civic-minded individuals were 
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interested in building a community and had already conceived 
the idea, published later in the Western North Carolina 
Annual Conference Minutes, that "the church and the school -
should together form the center of community life, and that 
preacher and teacher should be the natural leaders and 
moulders of this community life. ,, 210 
The symbiotic relationship was strengthened in other 
ways. The firs t Cullowhee Methodist Church was sited by Ida 
Rogers Cotter i n what she saw to be the center of the campus 
community, and until the mid-1920s this was true. However, 
with the growth of the school came the need to extend the 
boundaries . During the 1920s several land purchases shifted 
the campus "center" toward the western boundary . The 1935 
property swap between the school and the c hurch sited 
Cullowhee Methodist in its present location on the western 
edge of the campus . Ironically , as the school continued to 
grow through the 1930s and 1940s, the center of campus came 
to be closer to this newest location. By the early 1950s, 
when the wartime "Boodleville " was replace by the new 
Albright-Benton dormitories, the church was once more 
encircled geographically by the campus . Today, the church 
grounds are traversed hourly by Western students on their 
way to and from classes, dining halls, and dormitories. 
As both the school a nd church struggled with limited 
financial and human resources, they quickly developed the 
210Mi nutes of the Western North Carol i na Annual 
Conference , 1915, 40. 
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idea of sharing the talents each had to offer. Robert L . 
Madison served as an early Methodist church lay leader as 
well as director of the Cullowhee school. This pattern of 
university leaders and faculty serving in critical church 
roles such as board members, chairpersons, and teachers has 
continued over the decades. Likewise, many of the competent 
and well-educated ministers who have served the Cullowhee 
church have also taught for the University. Beginning with 
L . B. Abernethy in 1912, at least n i ne ministers of the 
church have served simultaneously on the universit y faculty, 
teaching a variety of subjects including religion, music, 
and mathematics. 211 
Since the 1950s the ministers to the Cullowhee 
Methodist Church have been an especially well-educated and 
experienced group. Most were college graduates with 
additional seminary training and h ad prior experience with 
several churches before coming to Cullowhee. It is clear 
that the Methodist leadership has understood the speical 
n eeds of this church for well-educated ministers with 
diversity of experience for dealing with a heterogenous 
population composed of local residents, faculty, and 
university students. The Cullowhee church environment has 
created special challenges for all ministers. One former 
minister reported his tenure in Cullowhee as "the most 
211 Bird , The History of Western Carolina College, 27 5-
284 . 
important charge giv e n to me in 44 years of ministry . ,, 212 
(See Appendix A "The Minister ' s Moments, " for a complete 
analysis of the Ministerial Survey). 
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The church and the school have developed a shared 
interest in another important element of the community, the 
students of western Carolina University. Regardless of 
religious affiliation, the leaders of the school have 
consistently maintained an interest, not only in the 
intellectual preparation of its youth, but the spiritual 
preparation as well. President H. T. Hunter, a staunch 
Baptist, first proposed the idea of local ministers teac h ing 
religion courses at the school. Although his first efforts 
were apparently not instituted, later Cullowhee Methodist 
Church ministers did teach religion at the university. 
During the late 1920s the school newspaper bega n to 
mention church-related activities available to students at 
both the Baptist and Methodist churches. In the small rural 
community of Cullowhee, it was not unusual for students, 
faculty, a nd staff to interact with one another on a daily 
basis both at and away from school. The fact that several 
people were teachers of students during the week a nd on 
Sundays had a tremendous potential for shaping a nd forming 
the values a nd morals of these youth . The formation of the 
Wesley Foundation was surely an outgrowth of this harmonious 
relationship that was a part of the early pattern of church 
a nd school. 
212Mi n isterial Survey . 
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Churches and universities today often utilize each 
other's resourc es as has been the case in Cullowhee for more 
than seventy years. In many ways the challenges presented 
to students to learn both academic content and ethical 
s tandards require this type of relationship to complement 
the lessons each institution has to teach. The University 
often looks for guidance on the issues of basic humanity , 
ethics, and morals to the religious leaders on or near 
campus. As one university chapel director recently stated, 
" when there are conversations about what it means to be a 
community, about diversity, about justice --economic and 
political--I want them to think ... of the people here as 
resources .... ,, 213 But perhaps the best description of t he 
success of the Wesley Foundation of Cullowhee united 
Methodist Church is echoed in the comments o f a Western 
Carolina University administrator, "This is a kind of back-
up for everything else we do h e re . .. it really is 
important ... it's something tha t the University doesn't 
provide for people for whom religion is important. ,, 214 
The Cullowhee church has always responded to the t imes 
a nd circumstances of its existence. Energies in the early 
years were dominated by founding and building a church. As 
213The Chronicle of Higher Education, 28 March 19 90 , 
A35 - 36. 
214Dr . Clifford R. Lovin, currently Dean of Arts and 
Sciences, Western Carolina University, Wesley Foundation 
Board member, a nd past chairman of the North Carolina state 
commission on Campus Ministry, Cullowhee, interview by 
author, 8 March 1990, cassette recording, tape in possession 
of author, Webster . 
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those things were accomplished, the church directed its 
efforts toward community, national, and international 
mission projects . The Cullowhee church has a strong socia l 
commitment and involvement in the local community as noted 
by their leadership in several Jackson County projects. 
They have also stuggled through difficult national times 
seeking innovative programs to meet new challenges of all 
types whether from the death of a civil rights leader, the 
continuation of a devisive war, or from any other source. 
And finally, there has always been the presence of that 
indefinable quality of "spirit." It is not the intent of 
this paper to address the presence of the Divine Spirit 
which overrides all earthly events chronicled here. Rather 
the "spirit" described here is that joining of individuals 
dedicated to a larger undertaking. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that names like smith and Coward, Bird and 
Sutton, Brown and Crum, Battle and Williams, Lovin and 
Stewart, Medlin and White flow like a litany signifying 
concerned teachers and residents who shared in the joys and 
sorrows of building a church and college community together. 
It is that same "spirit" that will carry this church, the 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church, into the twenty-first 
century. 
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APPENDIX A 
The Minister's Moments 
Ministers have a special opportunity to provide 
leadership and direction to their congregations. In their 
daily work for the church they have a unique view of their 
congregations and the affect of cultural influences a nd 
major events upon this group . Thus, ministers develop a 
particular perspective on the congregation during their 
period of service. 
A ministerial survey was developed to gain valuable 
information and perceptions from each minister's tenure in 
Cullowhee. Also, the survey helped to complete information 
which was not otherwise available through church records. 
The writer acknowledges the survey responses are biased. 
However, it was felt that the minister's perceptions added 
another dimension to compiling the history of the Cullowhee 
united Methodist Church. (see page 110 for an example of 
the questionnaire which was developed) . 
In completing the questionnaires, each former minister 
was asked to provide information concerning his present 
position, education level (at the time of service in 
Cullowhee and presently), the number of churches served 
prior to coming to Cullowhee Methodist, the size of the 
Cullowhee congregation upon arrival and departure, and the 
98 
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town-col lege composition of the congregation . They were 
also asked to report on major events during their period of 
service and reflect on how these events affected the 
Cullowhee membership. The former ministers were asked to 
indicate the major challenges and accomplishments associated 
with their tenure in cullowhee. The ministers were 
requested to name several outstanding leaders in the church 
during their tenure and to comment upon the roles of men and 
women (including their spouse) in the church at that time. 
Finally, each former minister was asked to give his 
impressions of Cullowhee upon arrival and upon his 
departure. 
The questionnaires were mailed in the Spring of 1990 to 
nineteen former ministers who served the church 
consecutively from 1923 to 1990 . The questionnaires were 
accompanied by a letter explaining that the survey was part 
of a research effort to develop a church history in 
commemoration of the centennial anniversary of Western 
Carolina University and in anticipation of the Cullowhee 
United Methodist Church centennial in 1994. (see page 112 
for an example of cover letter). Former ministers were 
asked to complete the questionnaire and return it as soon as 
possible in the stamped, self-addressed envelope provided. 
Questionnaires were completed and returned by thirteen 
individuals. Nine questionnaires were completed and 
returned by the ministers themselves, and four surveys were 
completed by the widows of former ministers. 
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The former ministers' (or their widows') responses to 
the objective questions on the survey are summarized in 
Table 1. It can be seen in Table 1 that the thirteen 
ministers responding served the Cullowhee church for a 
period of time ranging from one year to eight years with the 
most common tenure four years. It can be seen also in Table 
1 that the ministers serving the Cullowhee Methodist Church 
since 1923 have been a very well educated group. All but 
one of these ministers was a college graduate, and most were 
seminary prepared. The data in Table 1 concerning the 
number of previous churches served indicate that the 
ministers coming to cullowhee during the 1920s through the 
1940s were relatively inexperienced at their profession; for 
the majority Cullowhee was their second pulpit. Since the 
1950s, however, the ministers have been a more experienced 
group with an average of four churches served prior to 
coming to cullowhee. It can be seen in Table 1 that the 
church membership, as reported by the ministers, has grown 
slowly but steadily over the years since the early 1920s 
with the exception of a very significant growth spurt during 
the 1960s which paralleled a precipitous growth period for 
Western Carolina University . 
Former ministers were asked to estimate the relative 
town and college composition of the Cullowhee Methodist 
Church during their tenure . These estimates from the survey 
respondents are summarized in Table 2. As can be seen in 
Table 2, the estimates of the percent of local residents 
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TABLE 2 
Ministe r s' Es t imates of Congregation Composition During 
Their Te nur e s a t The Cullowhee Methodist Churc h 
Da t es of Local University 
servi ce Re sidents Fa culty Stude nts Other 
1 939-4 1 25% 25 % 50% 
1941- 4 5 20% 30 % 4 0 % 1 0 % 
1 945- 51 5 0% 40 % 10% 
1951-53 25% 25 % 50% 
1 953 - 61 2 0% 50% 30% 
1 961- 65 0 5 % 4 5% 50% 
19 68 - 73 
1 9 7 6-8 0 2 5 % 55% 1 5% 0 5 % 
1 98 0-8 7 2 0 % 70 % 10% 
10 2 
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comprising the congregation since 1939 has consistently 
ranged from 20 percent to 25 percent with two noteworthy 
exceptions, one large estimation during the post-world War 
II years and a small one during the early 1960s . Estimates 
of faculty participation in the congregation have shown 
steady growth since the early 1940s from a low of 25 percent 
to a high of 70 percent. Estimates of student participation 
have fluctuated more than any other group with peak periods 
in the early 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. 
The ministerial estimates of congregation composition 
indicate that faculty representation in the church has grown 
rather steadily over the past fifty years, while the local 
resident participation has remained rather constant. The 
fluctuation in student participation is more difficult to 
interpret. It is possible, as the data suggest, that 
factors operating at the beginning of each decade have 
brought large numbers of students back to church. It is 
equally likely, however, that ministers reporting high 
levels of student participation were referring to church 
attendance and Wesley Foundation membership, and that those 
ministers reporting low levels of student participation were 
referring to church membership. Unfortunately, the survey 
question to which the ministers responded ("How would you 
characterize the Cullowhee Methodist congregation during 
your service in Cullowhee?") is somewhat ambiguous. 
The former ministers were asked to name the people they 
remembered as being outstanding leaders in the church during 
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their tenure in Cullowhee. Typical responses included a 
listing of four to eight names. Although many prominent 
Cullowhee familie s were indicated as assuming leadership 
roles in the church, the names of university faculty and 
administrators were mentioned more often in this group than 
the names of familie s not affiliated with the University. 
In fact approximately 80 percent of all church leaders 
remembered by former ministers were affiliated with the 
University. Many of these people were outstanding faculty 
and administrators at Western Carolina University. The 
names of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Bird, Mr . and Mrs . Ralph sutton, 
Cecil H. Allen , Edgar stillwell, Keith Hinds, Hiram T. 
Hunter, Mr. and Mrs . Frank Brown, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Reid, Mr. and Mrs . Frank Brown, Jr. , Newton Turner, Hugh 
Battle, Mabel Crum, Richard Renfro , Gerald Eller, James 
Gudger, Mr. and Mrs . Lewis Cloud, Kathleen Flynn, Mr. a nd 
Mrs. Lawrence Arney, Clifford Lovin, James Wallace, Elaine 
white, Louise Sutton, Mr . and Mrs. Chuck wooten , James 
Medlin, Susie Ray and Dan pitillo appeared often in the 
ministers' recollections. However, it should be noted that 
several non-university family names were also mentioned 
including the names of Dallas wike , victor Brown , Mr. and 
Mrs . David Brown, Charles Stewart, Evelyn Coward, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Lively , Kathy Davis, and Charles Graham. 
In an attempt to understand the town-college character 
of the church, former ministers were asked if there were 
special challenges associated with serving a rural church 
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located in a university community. Three former pastors 
reported that mi nistering to both the university and the 
rural membership of the church was at times difficult and 
challenging. One former minister characterized the 
heterogenei ty of the congregation as "mixed cultures . " Mos t 
ministers , however , responded to this question by referri ng 
to the s t ressfulness involved i n serving a university 
congrega t ion . These ministers appeared to view the 
congregation as rather homogeneous and almost entirely 
unive r sity affil iated. In fact one former minister 
(Gilla nd ) stat ed that "Cullowhee Methodist is not a rura l 
church; it is a university church in a predominately rura l 
s ett i ng." 
I n order to investigate the ministers' perceptions of 
the act ivities o f men and women in the church, all 
resp ondents were asked if the roles of men and women 
d iffered during their ministry in Cullowhee. Seven of t he 
t e n ministers who responded to this question indicated that 
they could see no sex differences in the responsibilities of 
c hurch members . The three ministers who indicated that 
ma les a nd female s did play di f ferent roles in the church 
served the congregation during the late 1940s and 1950s . 
These three min isters reported that men were more likely 
than women t o hold elected positions in the church. They 
reported f ur the r that men were more likely to hold 
administra t i v e and teaching positions, and that men were 
more v ocal i n church meetings . It should be noted, however , 
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t hat these three ministers , who reported sex differences in 
congregational activities, were qu ick to add that womens' 
roles in the church were equally important , only different . 
As one former minister (Richey ) pu t it , " Men (functioned) as 
admin istrators and teachers , (while) women (served) as 
facilitators, community binders , a nd (provided) pastoral 
activities." 
There was clearly no evidence of sex role stereotyping 
in the activities of the wives of ministers who served 
Cullowhee Methodist Church. with one exception , all of the 
wives of ministers since 1939 have been employed outside the 
home while their husbands served the Cullowhee Church. Many 
of these women were employed as teachers in the public 
schools or at Western Carolina University . Three wives of 
the four ministers serving the church between 1968 and 1987 
obtained their masters' degrees while working full-time 
during their husbands' period of service in cullowhee. 
The ministers were asked to report the most significant 
events which affected the church during their ministry in 
Cullowhee. Although all ministers did not respond to this 
question, the events which were reported were clearly 
influenced by the fact that the Cullowhee church serves a 
university community. One sign ificant event reported was 
the beginning of World War II and the resulting loss of 
several student members of the congregation . Another 
minister reported the ending of World War II as a 
significant event in his ministry to Cullowhee because it 
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resulted in the return of many G. I . students . still another 
minister reported that the vietnam War had a major effect on 
the congregation in the early 1970s when there was a great 
deal of conflict concerning the appropriateness of the war 
and strong anti-war sentiment developed among students and 
faculty. This minister reported also that the rapid growth 
of Western Carolina University during the late 1960s and 
early 1970s significantly affected the Cullowhee 
congregation. Although some of these pivotal events 
reported by the former ministers relate to world-wide 
occurrences, such as war, others were as localized as a 
change in university administrators (Chancellors). All 
responses reinforce the fact that this church, though 
situated in a rural area, is located in a university setting 
and serves a university community. 
All former ministers were asked to indicate what they 
believed was the most significant accomplishment(s) during 
their ministry in Cullowhee. There was a great deal of 
agreement among the responses to this question. Many 
ministers reported being extremely satisfied with the 
progress made by the Wesley Foundation in its service to 
students. The Reverend George Weekley was mentioned 
repeatedly as a dedicated and highly competent minister to 
university students. Also, most former pastors were pleased 
about their accomplishments with the building program. It 
seems that almost every minister who served in cullowhee 
believes that his contributions to improving the physical 
108 
facilities of the church were significant. 
Finally, the ministers were asked to give their 
impressions of Cullowhee upon their arrival and to indicate 
any changes in those feelings at the t ime of their 
departure. The feelings upon arrival, which were remembered 
by the ministers, were remarkably ambivalent. Many 
indicated that Cullowhee seemed to be a remote and isolated 
place far from family and friends. On the other hand, this 
small community seemed to be quiet, pleasant, and very 
beautiful. All ministers reported feeling welcome and being 
impressed with the friendliness of the congregation; yet, at 
the same time, many ministers felt threatened by the 
academic community . The comments of ministers upon leaving 
Cullowhee were much less equivocal . The ministers 
consistently reported leaving Cullowhee with the feeling 
that they had been happy here, and that they had indeed 
enjoyed their experience . It is interesting that the most 
frequently reported exit feelings were gratitude and 
appreciation for the congregation , the community, and the 
university. The ministers reported feeling that, through 
the support of the congregation, they had made significant 
accomplishments at Cullowhee Methodist, and that a 
successful ministry to such a well-educated congregation had 
significantly enhanced their self-confidence in dealing with 
future situations. Perhaps the Reverend Milford Thumm spoke 
for all of the pastors who have served Cullowhee United 
Methodist Church in saying that this was " the most important 
charge given to me in 44 years of ministry. wish we had 
stayed till retirement." 
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CULLOWHEE METHODIST CHURCH MINISTERI AL SURVEY 
NAME, ______________________________________________________ __ 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________ ___ 
TELEPHONE (H} _____________________ (W} ________________________ _ 
PRESENT POSITION ______________________________________________ __ 
EDUCATION: 
Institution Degr ee Year completed 
1. Cullowhee was the (ex . 1, 2, 5) church I served. What 
was the approximate c ongregation size on your arrival? ____ ----__ ~ 
What was the approximate congregation size on your 
departure? 
Where did y-o-u---s-e-rve immediately prior to your tenure at cullowhee? 
Where did you serve immediately after leaving cullowhee? 
2. How would you characterize the Cullowhee Methodist congregation 
during your service in cullowhee? (Please list approximate % from 
the categories listed below). 
Jackson County residents (non-faculty} ______________________ __ 
University faculty 
Students 
other( ) 
TOTAL 100% 
3. What significant events which impacted on the church occurred 
while you were minister at cullowhee Methodist? (ex . building 
program, student ministry , Jackson County community programs, 
University expansion) 
4. What do you believe was the most significant accomplishment (s} 
during your ministry in Cullowhee? 
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s. Were the re s pecial challenges associated with serving a rural 
church located o n a university campus? If so, please elaborate. 
6. Who were t he people you remember as being outstanding leaders 
in the church during your tenure in cullowhee? (List 5 or fewer) 
7. Were t he roles of men and women different in the congregation? 
If so, please describe. 
8 . What church/ c ommunity activities was your spouse involved i n 
during your ministry at Cullowhee? 
9. Please sha re any special impressions of cullowhee you had upon 
. your arrival here . 
Were your impressions different at the time of your departure? 
10. Any a dditional comments? 
NOTE : Perhaps you have some photographs which depict i mportant 
moments in the life of the Cullowhee Methodist Church . If so, 
would you b e wi ll i ng to lend them to us to copy for this project? 
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Sample of Cover Letter Accompanying Ministerial Survey 
TO: 
FROM: Dr. Max Wil liams, Department Head - History 
Mrs. Suzanne H. McDowell, Graduate Student - History 
Western Carolina University 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 
In commemoration of the centennial anniversary of 
Western Carolina University , the Cullowhee Methodist Church 
is presently pre paring a history of the church . The proj ect 
is directed by Dr . Max Williams, professor and head of the 
History department at Western Carolina University. I am a 
graduate student in history at Western Carolina University 
worrking on this project in conjunction with a course 
assignment. My responsibility is to survey the former 
ministers to the congregation in order to learn their 
impressions of the Cullowhee church during that particular 
period of their service. The information collected by this 
survey will be included with other data from oral 
interviews , study of documents, and review of various 
publications to c reate the church history with completion b y 
May, 1990. 
It would be most helpful if you will complete as much 
of the enclosed survey as you possibly can and share with us 
your remembrances of Cullowhee. A self-addressed, stamped 
envelope has b een provided for your convenience so that we 
may gather this i nformation by March 10 . I appreciate your 
assistance in this important project very much . 
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APPENDIX B 
TABLE 3 
Time Line of the Cullowhee united Methodist Church 
Membership, Ministers, and Major Events 
Year Members Ministers Major Events 
1890* 364 *** Western North Carol ina 
Conference Formed 
1891* 290 
1892* 31 6 
1893* 339 
1894* 338 A. W. Jacobs Cullowhe e Methodist Churc h 
(CMC) Founde d 
1895* 2 21 R . L . Sprinkle 
1896* 375 
1897* 391 L. P . Bogle 
1898* 403 J.J . Edwards 
1899* 306 
1900* 307 J . S . Ra gan 
1901* 345 E. Myers 
1902* 396 
1903* 4 05 V. L . Marsh 
1904* 406 
1905* 40 0 A. R. Bell 
1906* 38 2 V. E . Edwards 
1907* 444 C.H . Clyde 
1908* 44 1 J . A. Peeler 
1909* 436 
1910* 441 B. A. York 
1911* 447 D.R. Proffitt 
1912* 537 L . B. Abernethy CMC Occupies First Buildi ng 
1913* 53 6 
1914* 508 D. R. Proffitt 
1915* 526 J . L. Teague 
1916* 317 381 Deaths Reporte d for the 
Webster Circuit 
1917* 387 
1918* 38 7 J . Cline 
1919* 39 5 E. Myers 
1920* 514 
1921* 537 
1922* 578 S .H. Hilliard 
1923* 153 A. W. Lynch 
TABLE 3 Continued 
Year Members 
1924** 
1925** 
1926** 
1927** 
1928** 
1929** 
1930** 
1931** 
1932** 
1933** 
1934** 
1935 
1936** 
1937** 
1938** 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
8 6 
88 
79 
9 2 
8 5 
17 2 
181 
189 
10 0 
200 
197 
7 5 
20 7 
1 99 
22 3 
114 
11 5 
117 
13 3 
13 3 
14 2 
14 8 
163 
1 57 
168 
17 5 
172 
18 2 
194 
19 5 
204 
185 
198 
184 
184 
192 
191 
190 
187 
202 
212 
220 
Ministers 
J.S. Folger 
M.Q. Tuttle 
E.C. Widenhouse 
R.M. Hardee 
C.G. Hefner 
W.L. Lanier 
M.S . Richey 
R.T. Houts, Jr. 
J.A. Allen 
M.V. Thumm 
A.A . Ferguson 
H. Creech 
Major Events 
CMC Designated 
Cullowhee station 
First Parsonage Built 
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CMC/WCU Property Exchange 
Second Parsonage & Church 
occupied 
MECS, MEC, & MPC unite**** 
Wesley Foundation (WF) 
Program Accredited 
Cemetary Property Deeded 
To CMC 
Educational Wing & WF 
Additions Completed 
First WF Director Employed 
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TABLE 3 cont i nued 
Year 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
Members 
237 
242 
256 
239 
244 
262 
274 
271 
27 2 
2 67 
2 6 0 
27 1 
27 0 
27 1 
287 
29 7 
290 
287 
293 
310 
302 
306 
309 
301 
334 
Ministers 
V. Williams 
J .C . Gilland 
R .N . Burson, Jr. 
R. A. Koonts 
C. R . Lindsey 
J.S .Boggs 
Major Events 
Second WF Director Employed 
Weekday Kindergarten Started 
Third Parsonage Constructed 
" Open Door" Policy Approved 
MC & EUBC Merge to Form 
UMC***** 
First Secretary Employed 
Jackson Village Dedicated 
Long Range Plan Board Formed 
Parish House Burns 
Jackson Co. united Christian 
Ministries Established 
First Moravian Lovefeast 
*Number reflects the combined membership of several 
Webster c ircuit churches. 
**Number reflects the combined membership of Cullowhee 
& Speedwell Methodist Churches. 
***Membership d ata from Minutes of the Western North 
Carol ina Annual Conferences. 
****The Methodist Episcopal Church, South (MECS),The 
Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC), & The Methodist 
Prote s tant Church (MPC) unite. 
*****The Methodist Church (MC) & The Evangelical United 
Brethre n Church (EUBC) merge to form The United 
Methodist Church (UMC) 
APPENDIX C 
Twenty Years of Budget Information 
The annual budgets of the Cullowhee united Methodist 
Church from 1971 t hrough 1990 (with two omissions) are 
1 isted in Ta b le 4. The amounts of increase or decrease and 
the percent change f rom year to year plus monies actually 
expended a r e presented in the table also. It can be seen in 
Table 4 tha t the c hurch budgets more than tripled during 
this 20-year period with totals ranging from $32,347 in 197 0 
to $107, 263 in 1990 . As shown in Table 4, the budgets have 
increase d every year since 1970 with the exceptions of 198 4 
and 1989 wh e n there wer e small decreases. The annual 
increases have ranged from $1,606 in 1978 to $14,385 in 1986 
with an average year ly increase of $4,303 (6 . 94%). Finally, 
it can be seen that exp e nditures have exceeded the budgeted 
amounts for 14 of the 18 years that data is available and 
every year since 1979 . 
The Cullowhee un i ted Methodist Church budget period 
runs from J a nuary through December of each calendar year. 
Monies c ome from i nterest income, loose offerings, Church 
sunda y School offerings , parking lot lease, rental space for 
the pre - school program, and from pledged and non-pledged 
contribut i ons . Budget e d monies are applied to conference 
and dis t r i ct benevole nces , operating and program expenses, 
and s a laries . 
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TABLE 4 
Cul lowhee united Methodist Church Budget 
For the Years 1971 to 1990 
Budget Increase/ % Increase Monies 
Year Amount Decrease or Decrease Expended 
1971 $32 ,34 7* $24,799 
1972 Not Known $25,741 
1973 Not Known $30,394 
19 7 4 $38 ,414 ** $40,827 
197 5 $40 ,238 $1,824 05% $38,338 
1976 $42 ,275 $2,037 05% $47,746 
1977 $45 ,956 $3,681 09% $44,780 
1978 $ 47 ,562 $1,606 04 % $48,476 
1979 $52 ,821 $5,259 11% $51 ,617 
1980 $58 ,395 $5,574 11% $62,306 
1981 $65 ,835 $7,440 13% $77,378 
1982 $69 ,915 $4,080 06% $74,844 
1983 $ 73 ,250 $3,335 05 % $95,561 
1984 $73 ,101 -$149 00 % $7 3 ,340 
198 5 $82, 324 $9,223 13 % $88, 583 
1986 $96 ,709 $14,385 18% $105, 363 
1987 $99 ,509 $2,800 03 % $117,824 
1988 $106 ,703 $7,194 07% $1 25 ,95 6 
1989 $1 04 ,638 -$2,065 -02% $121,9 21 
1990 $107 ,263 $2,625 03 % $143,7 36 
*Budget information is drawn from Wilson and Davis, "The 
Cullowhee united Methodist Church and the Church's 
Ministry at Western Carolina University, 1971," p .4 . 
**Budget information for all years except 1971 is drawn 
from files of the Cullowhee United Methodist Church, 
Cul lowhee , North Carolina 
